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Score Card Holder $ 9.95 
KTM SoftSeat Foam$59.95 








FACTORY HARDWARE 


Frame Guards $56.95 
Billet Clutch Levers $62.95 
Glide Plates $59.95 
Radiator Braces $49.95 
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Wiseco Pistons from$37.95 
Top End Bearings $12.95 


Moose Enduro $69.-$79.95 
MSR Enduro $69.-$79.95 
Bullet Smash Plates from$59.95 
Works Connection — from$59.95 


















from $99.95 


Silencers 
Brush Guards $33.95 
DeFlectors $24.95 


Protaper Adapters $29.95 
KTM Clutch Lever $39.95 
Speedo Spacer $19.95 


Front Fenders 
Rear Fenders 
Rad Scoops 
Side Panels 


Headlights 





Gasket Kits 


from $16.95 
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Lower Fork Guards 















Radiator Guards $79.95 


UFO PLASTIC 


from $19.95 
from $22.95 
from $39.95 
from $39.95 
from $32.95 
0... тот $37.95 






dm i 
Protaper Bars $ 89.95 
TAG Bars $ 69.95 
Uni Clamp Kit $ 69.95 
Renthal Bars from$ 69.95 
9 Ка, КА: 
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Filter Cleaner $10.95 





www.kevinscycleracing.com 
Rt 123 Norton, Massachusetts 02766 USA 








Front Brake Hose $49.95 
Rear Brake Hose $45.95 
Clutch Hose $49.95 










DUNLOP 756 














d GA | 100/100x18 $58.95 
" ER d 110/100x18 $59.95 
100/ 90x19 $62.95 
BRAKE PADS 110/ 90x19 $66.95 
Galfer Pads from $22.95 80/100x21 $59.95 
EBC Pads from $19.95 DUNLOP 739 
Dunlopads {гот $24.95 | 100/100x18 $59.95 
110/100x18 $63.95 
100/ 90x19 $62.95 
110/ 90x19 $66.95 
2 80/100х21 $59.95 
DUNLOP 755 
100/100x18 $54.95 
110/100x18 $56.95 
Brake Rotors from$119.95 | 100/ 90x19 $61.95 
Double Sealed 110/ 90x19 $66.95 
Wheel Bearings 80/100x21 $59.95 
from $6.95 PIRELLI MT-16 
. 400x18 $62.95 
450x18 $64.95 
300x21 $58.95 
PIRELLI MT-18 
100/100x18 $62.95 
110/100x18 $64.95 
100/ 90x19 $69.95 
110/ 90x19 $71.95 
80/100x21 $58.95 
IRC M5B 
120/ 80x18 $54.95 
130/ 80x18 $59.95 
140/ 80x18 $66.95 
100/ 90x19 $56.95 
110/ 90x19 $66.95 
IRC VE-33 
110/100x18 $49.95 
510x18 $54.95 
100/ 90x19 $55.95 
110/ 90x19 $57.95 
80/100x21 VE35 $44.95 
IRC IX07S 
100/100x18 $52.95 
110/100x18 $57.95 
100/ 90x19 $59.95 
110/ 90x19 $64.95 
TUBES 
MSR H.D. $11.95 
MSR ULTRA $15.95 
Shorty Cap Vent Bridgestone $24.95 
$6.95 Tube Talc $ 4.95 
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On the cover: You know that 
Yamaha's got something going when 
Ryan Dudek can get on the YZ250F for 
the first time and pitch it over a 65- 
foot table top about 30 times flawless- 
ly before stopping to say "This is a 
pretty cool bike!" Photo by Paul 
Clipper. 
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Warning: The point of all this is to have fun, but to do it in a way that caus- 
es the least damage to everybody else’s idea of fun. Mostly we want to say, 
Don't do anything unsafe--ride with the most protective gear you can get, and 
don't get hurt when you fall. Secondly, don't ride like a knucklehead and splat- 
ter yourself all over the trail. Thirdly, and this is going to be important so listen 
closely, don't be an annoyance to anyone else. They already hate the noise 
your bike makes, so be real quiet when you pass people or houses, and for 
heaven's sake don't start fights with strangers saying “I have a right to ride 
here!" They probably have a different opinion, and neither one of you will win. 


Did you ask...? 

Subscriptions: Subscriptions are avail- 
able from Trail Rider Magazine, Р.О. Box 
2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at 
$18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). 
Canadian subscriptions are $30 yearly, in 
U.S. funds. We're not selling overseas eub- 
scriptions any more. We don't have a Visa 
& Mastercard merchant's account, eo we 
can't sell by credit card, and neither are 
we set up to “bill you” for a subscription. 
The only way to get it is send in a check, 
cash or money order, and we'll do the rest. 

Renewals: If you like Trail Rider, and plan 
to renew, it would be really helpful if you 
looked at the label on your magazine and 
checked the expiration date. When you 
start getting close to expiring (the maga- 
zine, not you), send in a check along with 
the order blank from an issue, or just your 
name, address, and sub number (above 
your name on the label), and tell ue that 
you want to renew. Thie way we can avoid 
sending out a renewal notice, which will 
save us money we can then spend on food. 
If you drag your feet and forget to renew 
until you stop getting issues, there's по 
way we can “start you with the last issue” 
you missed. We have to start you with the 
next scheduled mailing, and you'll have to 
buy the missed issues as back issues, if 
we have any left. We mail out the magazine 
every month like clockwork, on or about the 
17th, so renew as early in the month as 
possible in order to not miss it. 

Back Issues: A limited number of back 
issues are available. Write us and let us 
know the month and year, and send $2.95 
per copy, plus U.S. Postage of $3 for up to 
four magazines. More than four and we'll 
have to figure out the postage. Don't use 
the shotgun approach and tell us to “send 
all the mags with XR400 tests” unless 
you have plenty of time to wait. (Hint: We 
never had an official ХЕ400 test bike). 

Address Changes: If you don’t want to 
miss an issue, let us know in advance of 
your move, өо we can update our files 
before we mail your magazine into the 
ozone. The Р.О. ie supposed to forward 
magazines if you tell them to, but they 
don't do it in a hurry. 

Newsstand Sales: You won't find Trail 
Rider in any convenience stores. You can 
get Trail Rider in some motorcycle shops, 
and some day we plan to print a list of 
them. Shops can sell Trail Rider easily. 
We'll sell you a minimum of six issues (non- 
returnable) at a price you won't lose 
money on, and we'll pay shipping. Call us. 

Advertising: Retail advertieere are 
etrongly encouraged to get in touch with 
ue if you want to advertise in the 
Northeastern market, because we've got a 
dedicated, faithful readership of about 
6,000 hardy souls, and the number is 
growing steadily every month. Besides 
that we like to eat, as we explained above. 
Advertising is what keeps this rag alive, 
and we appreciate your business. 

Contributors: We pay $30 a page for 
copy, and $8 each for black and white pho- 
tos, but we don't print just anything that 
comes in. Call us and we'll talk about it. 

Yankee Trader: Subscribers can adver- 
tise their bikes for sale free in Yankee 
Trader. Just write it down and mail it in, 
don't call us with it. Thanks! 


Trail Rider Magazine (ISSN 0892-3922) is published monthly at 127 Navajo Trail, Medford Lakes NJ 08055. Subscriptions are available from Trail 
Rider Magazine, Р.О. Box 2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at $18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). Canadian subscriptions are $30 U.S. yearly. Copyright © 
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mission by the publisher. Contributors: Articles and event photos are welcome, although we assume no responsibility for unsolicited materials. Unless spe- 
cial arrangements are made in advance, all published materials become the sole property of Trail Rider. Periodicals postage paid at Medford, New Jersey, 
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[го on the side of the 
hill like a bat hanging 
from the top of a cave, craning my 

neck way off to the side, trying to get a 

glimpse of my riding partner 50 yards down 

the ridge. He had disappeared behind a big cre- 
osote bush, and there had been signs of violence. 

Not like anybody shooting or anything. He just 
made the tight turn to the right around the bush, 
and then it looked like the bush had been 
snagged, and there was an odd puff of dust car- 
ried off on the stiff breeze crossing the ridge. It 
looked dicey. The right side of the bush was thick 
brush, and obviously not the line around. It also 
sloped down severely into a box canyon that you 
wouldn't want to visit. Previous experience had 
already proven to us that the ground was too dry 
and soft to allow you to get back out very easily, 
assuming you weren't caught in a bush. Which is 
where my partner appeared to be right at the 
moment. If | didn't still have the bike running I'll 
bet | could hear him cursing. 

The bush would be the better of the choices, 
because although the right side of the bush was- 
n't the way to go, a foot off the left side was a 
cliff. What was behind the bush—well, | didn't 
know. | hoped my partner was still there, 
because if he'd dropped off the sand cliff | know 
we would have had hours of back-breaking labor 
ahead of us dragging the bike out. 

| doubt if he would have gotten hurt, but it 
would have cut severely into our riding time, if 
you could call what we were doing riding. So far 
this day we weren't much more than three miles 
from the truck, and in the past hour we hadn't 
gotten more than a mile. We were "scouting 
trail," and though our path had started out maybe 
as clear as a deer trail, by now we were com- 
pletely off the map. 

| thought | caught a peek at a torn white jersey. 
| know | finally saw the bush thrashing around, 
the sign of a big guy getting back up. He must 
have been under the bike. | saw the front of his 
Yamaha lurch into view, still not running, and 
then quickly after that a helmeted head. Knowing 
it would load up and refuse to start on the 60 
degree slope, | killed my KDX and hollered down 
probably the two stupidest things us dirt bikers 
always say. 

"You all right?" 

"Yep!" 

“Is that the best way around?" 

“It’s no problem, just stay out of the bush.” 

| knew better than to ride blindly down to join 
him. | was already over the top of the ridge and 
pointed downhill, but from my vantage point | 
could see at least one way to spin the bike 
around and take a different line out. It's better to 
have one way out than two bozos stuck at the top 
of a canyon. | waved him on ahead. "Let me 
know if you see a way down!" 
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Last Over 


by Paul Clipper 


Small World 


He nodded and started his bike, and continued 
the forward creep on the backbone of the ridge. | 
watched him carefully, evaluating his line from 
my vantage point on the facing ridge. If he got 
into trouble | could spot another line around, but 
he looked like he was doing okay. He stopped on 
the edge of the next downhill section and looked 
up tall over his handlebars, studying the ridge. 
Within a minute he was nodding his head up and 
down, and waving me on. 

Well, here we go. If this doesn’t pan out we'll be 
dragging two bikes off of this razorback. | let off 
the brakes and immediately started accelerating 
down the slope. | eased the clutch out, bumped 
the back end down and got on the brakes in one 
smooth motion, pulling in the clutch as soon as 
the engine caught, letting it rev to clean out as | 
approached the bush and whatever was behind 


wound up with was a loop of extremely difficult, 
and in some cases impossible-looking trail, that 
nobody could follow unless we were leading 
them. It was always hot here. Even in the winter 
it could get up to 90 degrees on the odd day, so 
it was a nasty, sweaty struggle if you didn’t know 
exactly where the trail was. 

Basically, we wound up with trail we liked, but 
trail that nobody else would ride with us after the 
first time. Nobody knew where our trails were, 
and nobody else liked to ride them. Or at least 
that’s what we thought. 

Nineteen years later—last week in fact—after | 
long ago moved out of the neighborhood and 
lived through two or three more lives, | found 
myself sitting nose-down on the slope of a ridge, 
losing confidence in my guide who had obvious- 
ly been following a deer trail for the past mile. He 


“The reason it looked like a deer trail is because nobody had 


ridden it; nobody ever WOULD ride it, if they had any sense.” 


it. Nasty. It was a burnt-out old stump, rotted into 
a snag the shape of a dragon's back, partially hid- 
den in the brush. | could see his line; he'd 
rammed right into it, but with everything scraped 
out of the way from his struggle | could see an 
easy line right through the middle of the ancient 
tree. Ah, the joys of not being the leader. 

The sand cliff was formidable, a fair drop over 
my left elbow, but the line through the trunk 
demanded too much attention to allow me to 
look at the view, and the slope under my wheels 
favored the right line. It was no problem. It 
looked bad, but it was a whole lot easier once 
you got it under you. | snaked up the next little 
piece to the spot where'd he'd stopped and 
waved me up, and looked down to see him slid- 
ing around a steep left turn and off the top of the 
razorback ridge, dropping fast into the sand 
wash below. | followed and dropped in beside 
him, neck-deep in manzanita and creosote, but 
once more on level ground. He fixed me with an 
evil grin and said "Okay partner, let's go around 
and burn it in!” 

The year was 1981, and we had spent the bet- 
ter part of the last year exploring and cutting-in 
trails. Just about every one of them was hairball 
and one-way. If you tried to go up these trails 
you'd be sure to get stuck in the first ten feet, and 
anyone could tell by looking at them. We were 
wise enough to keep the tracks into them from 
above as obscure as possible, so what we had 


was up ahead, perched on the edge of the ridge 
while the second guy in line—Mark Uth, in fact— 
worked his way around a bush and up a tricky 
slope to meet him. The line Mark took came 
awful close to a sand cliff, and | held back the guy 
behind me while | watched to make sure there 
was a way off this ridge. The canyon to the right 
looked bad, to the left was a cliff, and | still was- 
n't sure there was a trail. But, with four of us we 
could carry the bikes out fairly easily, and | rolled 
ahead, bump-starting the bike before | got to the 
edge of the cliff and turned around the bush. 
Right in the way was a nasty, ancient tree limb 
and a burnt-out stump the shape of a dragon's 
back, and | finally realized where | was. It was the 
same trail | helped cut-in a long time ago. | could 
study the ground here and there and actually see 
the remnants of our old tracks, shadowy little 
berms in the tight corners. 

Nearly 20 years, and the reason it looked like a 
deer trail is because nobody had ridden it; 
nobody ever WOULD ride it, if they had any 
sense. 

| rode through the last part with renewed con- 
fidence that there really was a way out, and rolled 
up alongside our leader, whom I'd never ridden 
with before. "How'd you find this trail?" | 
demanded, "Nobody knows this trail was ever 
here!" 

He flashed me an evil grin. "Want to go back 
around? Ж 
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GNCC Schedule 
Set 


The 2001 Grand National Cross 
Country Championship schedule has 
been released for 2001, and though 
this list is tentative it looks like there 
will be 13 events this year, versus the 
14 races last year. Two new venues 
have been added, one in Taylortown, 
PA, and one in St. Clairsville, OH. 
Dropped from the list this year are 
Brownsville, PA, Boyers, PA, and 
Fairmont, WV. And hopefully, we'll 
have a little better weather than we had 
ALL last year! 

Mar 5/6 - Okeechobee, FL 

Mar 10/11 - Macon, GA 

Mar 24/25 - Morganton, NC 

Apr 7/8 - Cross Anchor, SC 

Apr 21/22 - Hurricane Mills, TN 

May 5/6 - Sparta, KY 

May 19/20 - West Virginia 

Jun 2/3 - Uhrichsville, OH 

Jun 16/17 - Taylortown, PA (new) 

Sept 8/9 - Millfield, OH 

Sept 22/23 - Mt. Morris, PA 

Oct 6/7 - St. Clairsville, OH (new) 

Oct 20/21 - Crawfordsville, IN 


Cool KTM Stuff 


E-Rider sent us a bunch of small 
KTM parts to look at. Principal among 
them is their Heim Bearing Guard, a 
square-U shaped piece of their propri- 
etary "Dura-Max" material and a high- 






quality replacement lower shock bolt. 
The guard does the simple yet very 
necessary job of protecting the 
swingarm’s lower shock mount boss 
from severe wear caused by dirt and 
friction from the rear mud flap. Check 
yours—it probably already has a 
groove worn in it. They also make a 
"lifetime guarantee" kickstand pivot 
bolt that won't break like the stocker, 
and Dura-Max wheel spacers that 
won't groove-up like the stock spacers 
(pictured), letting dirt and water in and 
destroying your bearings. There's a 
Dura-Max replacement shifter tip as 
well, to replace the one you have with 
a hole in it (right?). They're on-line at 
www.erider.ws and their parts are rea- 
sonably priced and ultimate quality. If 
you're not hooked up, call them at 
(440)286-6273. 


Frosty NETRA Start 


Once again, the NETRA season roars 
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Doug Domokos 1955-2000 


| first met Doug Domokos in 1979. | was working for Dirt Bike maga- 
zine, and Doug was just starting to make his mark as the Wheelie King, 
putting on a half time show at most all of the Supercross races. We got 
a hare-brained idea that we would shoot him on a KDX400 test bike on 
the floor of the L.A. Coliseum. We weren't sure that Doug would wheel- 
ie well on the KDX, since it didn't have the front wheel motor or angled 
carb he had on his stunt bike. We shouldn't have worried. Doug picked 
the KDX up right off the bat, and scuffed the rear fender. He stopped and 
told us "| don't want to wreck the tail light on this thing." And we said 
don't even worry about it. Well, he wheelied that bike back and forth, = 
pulled it back over center, and wound up grinding that taillight and most 
of the fender into fragments, only dropping the front wheel when the 
КОХ would starve for fuel out of the sideways carb. We thought it was a `- 
hoot, but Kawasaki wasn't too happy about their bike. 

Doug was a great guy, always fun to hang around with, and he could 
wheelie anything. He was also honest, and genuinely friendly, and com- 











pletely enjoyed performing and the people he performed for. He was a consummate professional, but still had a *gee whiz" 
small-town attitude under his great enjoyment for fame. He was a nice guy, pure and simple. Flying was one of his pas- 
sions, and he always offered me a standing invitation to come out and have him teach me how to hang glide, any time | 
wanted. Well, on November 26 of last year, Doug flew for the last time. He was flying with an instructor in Murrieta, 


California, when the ultralight they were piloting ripped a wing, and they dropped from an unreported height to the dirt strip 


below. 


He was always a risk-taker, and he enjoyed everything he did to the fullest. Unfortunately, he left behind his fiancée 
Michelle Kennington, and a two year old son named Nicholas. The world isn't going to be the same without him. 





to life this month, with the opening 
hare scrambles set to take off on the 


Highway, Trevose, PA). There probably 
isn't any time left to make reservations, 


fourth of February in Freetown, Mass. 
It's called the Milk Run hare scrambles, 
named after the famous Milk Run trail 
that you all know and love from the 
PSTR enduro and hare scrambles of 
the past. Will it be cold? You'd best 
hope it's frozen solid—believe it or not 
those woods are a lot 
friendlier with a thick sheet 
of ice over them! Hope for 
a big freeze at the annual 
Snow Run enduro on the 
eleventh, also. The Snow 
Run starts from the Sun 
Valley Beach Club in West 
Stafford, CT, and if it's all 
frozen hard it's a fun, 60- 
mile cruise through the 
Connecticut woods. If it's 
soft or deep snow...well, 
you're on your own. Both 
events demand the use of 
studded tires, please no 
sheet metal screws. For more informa- 
tion call the NETRA office at (860)693- 
9111. 


ECEA Banquet 


Assuming you get this in time, the 
ECEA annual banquet is on February 4, 
at the Radisson Hotel Philadelphia 


Ж 


Northeast (US Route 1 at Old Lincoln 





but if you just head on over there early 
the hotel usually has a few rooms left. 
It is THE annual gathering of the ECEA 
faithful, and a fun time for all. You'll 
find bench racing and displays there 
any time after noon on Saturday. 


Wicked 
Footpegs 


You wantthe widest, > 
strongest pegs you can 
get? And you want them so ( 
you can adjust your T 
pivot angle or com- 
pensate for a worn 
pivot? Take a look at 
these Fastway Evolution footpegs. 
Available in four models—the F1 and 
F2 are made out of investment-cast 













titanium, and the F3 and F4 are invest- 
ment-cast stainless steel. The F1 and 
F3 use replaceable, adjustable stain- 
less steel teeth, and the F2 and F4 use 
fixed stainless teeth. All four models 
use a patented Fast Kamber mounting 
System that allows you to adjust the 

»e, angle of your footpegs eas- 
ily. Very cool pegs. 
Fastway also makes pre- 
mium aluminum throttle 
tubes, and all 
their parts 


nearly 

any 
modern 
bike. Call them 
to learn more, at (503)497-9099, or 





KTM 250 Thumper 


One of the things we're highlighting in this issue is our first ride on the Yamaha 
YZ250F, the revolutionary 250 four-stroke that you can read all about farther on 
in the book. Here, we want to tell you about another 250 four-stroke we rode for 
the first time this summer. Shane Watts turned up with one of the KTM 250 four- 
strokes at the Hardrock GNCC, and when he wasn’t looking we took a ride on it. 
The KTM 250 was on leave from Europe, where it had just finished winning the 
World Enduro 250 Four-Stroke class. 

Its a pretty neat bike, but the introduction of the YZ250F definitely puts the 
humble to it. There are only three or four of these KTM 250s in the world, being 
that it’s a development bike right now, and it is identical to the KTM 
400/520 except that the engine uses a different bore—and stroke, we'd 
guess—to get it down to 249cc. Considering that, it feels just about the 
same as the bigger bikes, although the chassis reacts a little differently 
with less torque and horsepower pulling at it. The bike makes good 
power, though, this is no XR250. The KTM 250 pulls fairly hard off the 
bottom, and then makes a healthy midrange . It felt like an easily ridable 
powerband to us, and Watts raced it a couple times this year to fairly 
good results (although not a GNCC win). 

KTM is talking about possibly introducing it as a 2002 model, but not 
making any promises. If they decide to mass market the 250, we’re hop- 
ing they build a brand new smaller chassis for it, with the design inten- 
tion being a smaller, even lighter bike. Because unfortunately for KTM, 
and everyone else, Yamaha just set a new benchmark for lightweight 
four-strokes, and you can read all about the new Yamaha on page 24. 











see their stuff at www.mountainspeed.com. 


Gators in the Woods 


Get ready for Daytona and the Alligator Enduro. It's 
a pre-entry only event, and you've got to have your 
entry in by February 18 if you want to even be con- 
sidered for an entry (there's a 500 rider limit). The 
event is on March 8, south of Daytona Speedway on 
Tomoka Farms Road. To get an entry form, call Steve 
Pettenger at (904)615-0722. If you can't get into the 
enduro, the Daytona Dirt Riders will be running the 
annual Alligator Dual Sport ride the day before 





(March 7). The dual sport is a very easy ride on the 
roads and sand trails, and it takes a street legal bike. 
Call the same number for a dual sport entry. 


Cold Hands? 


Riding with aching, cold hands is no joy. Moose 
Offroad has a new model glove that my help out your 
digital chill problems, called the Monarch Pass glove. 
The gloves are made with a "Windblocker" outer shell 
and a Clarino leather palm with sticky stuff on the fin- 
gers. They're not waterproof, but they're wind-proof 
and very comfortable to wear, and should be good in 
dry, cold conditions. Looks like it'll also make а 
decent low-bulk ski glove in good weather. They reatil 
for $22.95, and you should ask for them at your 
Moose Offroad dealer. 


Defend Yourself 


Here's a product we've needed for quite some time. 
Moose Racing makes these Ice Tire Wraps, to wrap 
around your spiked-tire shod wheels and protect 
your van, trailer, or pickup bed, as well as protecting 
your flesh. They're made out of tough Cordura nylon 
with a closed-cell foam and plastic-padded inside 
that should hold up well against the nastiest studs. 
They reatil for $39.95 each. Get them from your 
Moose dealer. 4t 





The Best in KTM Aftermarket Parts & Accessories 


VISIT US ONLINE? 
wwWw.erider.ws 


(440) 286-6273 


e Complete Rear Wheel Spacer Kits $79.99 
* PDS Heim Bearing Housing Guard $21.99 
e "Lifetime Guarantee Kickstand Bolt" $14.95 
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NORTH AMERICA 


Gas Gas Enduro and MX motorcycles, and Hebo clothing. 
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Guest Editorial by Drew Smith 





n October 25, 2000 | endeavored to take off for 

the 75th running of the ISDE in Spain. | had 
been asked earlier in the year by Don Knight, of Gas 
Gas North America, to assist his team riders—Nathan 
& Nolan Knight, Matt Stavish, Richard Lafferty, John 
Beal and Steve Vanzant. Ilve always loved going to 
the ISDE and had planned to go this year anyway, and 
was happy to have a specific purpose to look forward 
to. | also was looking forward to receiving a 2001 Gas 
Gas 250 to use as the support bike for the team, and 
to join Terry Cunningham, who was to receive a Gas 
Gas 200 to support-ride as well. 

Upon our arrival, we got situated at the hotel and 
found our way to the Parc Ferme (paddock area). The 
bikes were due to arrive by truck that day. The Gas 
Gas team managers, Jay Hall and Bob Babcock, 
stayed at the paddock area while Terry and | headed 
to the USA team meeting, where after covering some 
basics, | learned that | had been chosen to be the USA 
Trophy Team manager (Things were already begin- 
ning to get complicated). Also at this meeting, Terry 
& | were asked, along with Marc Grossman and Nick 
Pearson, to attend the official sanctioned pre-ride of 
the course. This provides an excellent opportunity for 
each country to do some reconnaissance of the 
course, and learn things such as check point times 
and degrees of difficulty. We also got to ride all of the 
cross tests and enduro tests that would be used 
throughout the Six Days; the tests were all excellent 
and a lot of fun to ride. 

On Monday, October 30th, the USA had another 
meeting, at which Terry and | relayed the information 
we had gleaned from the riding of days 1, 2 and 5, of 
which the routes were all pretty much similar. That 
would also be my first chance to talk to the trophy 
team members, Fred Hoess, Destry Abbott, Russ 
Pearson, Randy Hawkins, Brian Garrahan and Pat 
Garrahan; which | did both collectively and individual- 
ly, but | finished feeling hopelessly inadequate. We 
were all thrust into this event and America’s riders are 
probably better suited and accustomed to individual 
efforts rather than a collective team format such as 
the ISDE. 

Still, | felt that these were the best riders for the job. 
There had been a lot of rumors in the press about the 
United States fielding some national motocross riders 
and | must say this is easier said than done! Even if 
these motocross riders were able to beat the world’s 
best Trophy Teams in the motocross tests, they would 
still have to be able to make their bikes finish, follow 
the course and be willing to push their bikes up 
numerous hills (as turned out to be the case on Day 
4). If in the future we should include national 
motocross racers on our trophy team, | would be 
happy to try to help prepare them. 

After the second sample ride of the course, the USA 
team had another meeting in which | relayed the 
course information to them for days 3 & 4, which 
contained more hills with the possibility of bottle- 
necks. Throughout the first two days of riding, | had 
the opportunity to talk often with Lee Pearson and 





Boyd Abbot, who were both very, very helpful; espe- 
cially Lee who had a real grasp of the big picture and 
| was especially encouraged that Lee, Nick and Russ 
were revisiting tests after the day's ride in the hopes 
of improving their scores, which is something | would 
insist upon the riders doing if | should every have fur- 
ther occasion to be a team manger. Also if | were to 
manage again | would try to get funding to bring the 
USA ISDE riders to a pre-ISDE training camp. This 
idea was tried in 1994 for the ISDE in Oklahoma and 
may have been considered ineffective as we still did- 
n't win. However, | feel it would put us way ahead in 





the communication department and provide for some 
specific sprint training on some good Euro-type cross 
tests. 

After two days of riding, our team was in 10th place 
out of 21 teams, all riding strong and all on the first 
page of results in classes which had as many as 200- 
plus entrants. Our riders continued at this pace and 
throughout the week with better results every day; | 
felt that our communication was now getting freer. So 
why 10th place? Well, that's probably where our team 
is. We take American riders who are distance-trained 
athletes and expect them to run four or five minute 
sprints (enduro tests and cross tests) when they are 
used to riding a two or three hour hare scramble or an 
American enduro. 

| remain ever the eternal optimist. Each day our rid- 
ers were beat an average of 60 seconds per day. 
That's in a total of 5 or 6 tests of 2-5 miles long each 
in 20 miles. 60 seconds is 3 seconds a mile, and at 
the end of the day, 60 seconds times 6 riders seems 
insurmountable but if you look at it as 3 seconds a 
mile per rider, you've got to feel like you can do some- 
thing about that. 

| know l'd like to try. The AMA says | have the Team 
Manager's job for 2001, and since I’m not riding any 
more | might as well try to help our overall results. 
I’m making plans right now to get together a training 
camp for the 2001 ISDE in France, and | invite any 
help | can get—industry sponsors, publicity, land for 
training camps, what kind of help can you offer? | 
invite anyone interested in helping our ISDE effort and 
our ISDE results to get in touch with me at Works 
Enduro Rider. Call me at 908-637-6385 and let's make 
a difference. % 


EARTH PILOTS WANTED 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES ( OME Д О | IS SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


FOR THE BEST SET-UP AND SUPPORT 
FOR KTM SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


Aldos 


Routes 10 and 5 
Bernardston, MA 01337 
(413)648-9302 


Exit 28 of I-91 
Route 10 south 1.5 miles 


Confederate. 
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Moose Offroad Enduro Series 





by Joe McLaughlin 


к BLUE 


Eric McEachern wins another, Hans Neff repeats as season champion 


Round 9, Stafford CT 11/5 
M, Moose and Razee-sponsored Hans МеН 
wrapped up the number one position for the year 
at the penultimate round of the NETRA enduro series, 
two weeks prior to the Black & Blue round nine. Valley 
Motorsports, Sinisalo and Yamaha-mounted Jerry 
Madore had sewn-up second overall for the year at 
the same event. Jason Cayer, who shares the same 
sponsors as Neff, sat nervously in third overall for the 
year, since he and Neff were using the season's final 
race to earn their work credits. Cayer's lock on the last 
podium spot would hold if anyone other than Moose, 
Cycles 128-sponsored Eric McEachern took the over- 
all win. With Cayer and Neff sitting out the day, the 
door was open for a host of other top riders to fight it 
out for the last win of the season. Madore would 
probably be the favorite, as he played the spoiler all 
year with his consistently strong finishes. 

However, when the dust settled, Eric McEachern 
added his name to the list of repeat winners in the 
2000 NETRA record books, barely edging out Dave 
Carlson, Jr. McEachern rode hard to the finish with 
only ten points lost. Riding on the same minute as 
McEachern, Carlson's eleven-point card was very 
close, but not close enough. Carlson actually beat 
McEachern at both emergency checks by a slim total 
of six seconds. However, his one-point score at check 
Six sealed his fate, since McEachern made it through 
the check with no time lost. Carlson should not be 
disappointed with his hard-earned High Point A tro- 
phy. 

Jerry Madore finished the day in third overall (first 





Jason Cayer had a shot, but while he worked the 
Black and Blue his chance evaporated. 


10 Trail Rider 


AA) with a twelve. Following closely with thirteen- 
point cards were CRE/E-Line, Moose, Razee's Raffi 
Peterson (second AA, fourth overall) and KTM- 
mounted Anthony Geraci (first A-Heavy, fifth overall). 

The early November weather turned out to be more 
reminiscent of the Snow Run than mid-fall. The day 
started in the 40's under sunny skies, only to fall into 
the 30's when the sun ducked behind the clouds early 





Hans Neff took the top spot in the most competitive 
NETRA season in years. (file photo by Cheri Ali) 





Black & Blue Enduro 1. Anthony Geraci KTM 
Class Results 2. Mike Zahanski KTM 
Overall High Point 3. Austin Jalbert CRE 
Eric McEachern CRE А Four Stroke 

A High Point 1. Jim Green Suz 
Dave Carlson, Jr. Yam 2. М. Burdick Hsb 
B High Point 3. L. Silvia Suz 
Paul Smith KTM А Veteran 

C High Point 1. Ken Robbins Hus 
T. Jones G-G 2. Paul Courville Yam 
AA 3. David Kelley Hon 
1. Jerry Madore Yam А Senior 

2. Raffi Peterson CRE 1. Roger Rodrigue | Hus 
3. Peter Tanner KTM 2. Оипсап Broatch Hon 
A Bantam 3. Bob Foster Hon 
1. Martin Griff Yam В Bantam 

2. Jerry Randall Yam 1. Jeff Grant Kaw 
3. David Harris KTM 2. Robert Bogle G-G 
A Light 3. Mark Beauregard Yam 
1. Tim Baker KTM — BLight 

2. Mike Nash CRE 1. Pat Armstrong Hon 
3. Scott Hoginski CRE 2. Don Quinn Kaw 
A Heavy 3. John DeSimone АТК 





during the event. Nonetheless, the trails were in awe- 
some condition for the season finale. Dry fall weather 
meant primo traction and hardly any mud. 

The low scores were a testament to the great con- 
ditions. Most expert riders were able to zero the first 
short section and get away with one point lost at 
check 2. Two sneaky checks burned a handful of rid- 
ers before V ERIS into "The Cut." The Cut is one of 


Jerry Madore came close to the Black & Blue win, 
but missed it by a point. (file photo by Cheri Ali) 








B Heavy 3. Frank Frey Kaw 
1. Doug Walter KTM — C Heavy 

2. Doug Simone KTM 1. Alex Ernst KTM 
3. R. Egan КТМ — 2.B. Kelly KTM 
B Four Stroke 3. A. Beldotti KTM 
1. George Deidrich Hon C Four Stroke 

2. David Oram Yam 1. Scott Robinson Hon 
3. John Considine Yam 2. R. Pagano Hon 
B Veteran 3. D. McAuliffe Suz 
1. Mike Kearns KTM С Veteran 

2. J.D. Simmons KTM 1. Roger Kent KTM 
3. Chris Singer KTM 2.Р. Kates Yam 
B Senior 3. R. Stuart Yam 
1. Peter Anania Hon C Senior 

2. Bob Stadler Kaw 1. Bob Drapcho Kaw 
3. Ron Pratt Kaw 2. L. Howard KTM 
C Bantam 3. A. DiRocco KTM 
1. Jeff McDougal KTM Super Senior 

2. Dan Webster Kaw 1. Al Zitta KTM 
3. R. Cone Suz 2. Bill Johnson Hon 
C Light 3. Paul Lussier KTM 
1. Jon Walsh KTM Women 

2. C. Kenyan Yam 1. Bev Simcock Yam 





the favorite sections in CT Ramblers' bag of tricks. 
The trails are technical but quite fun, as single- and 
double-track trails twist and wind their way through 
the rocks, trees and roots. 

McEachern and Madore both made it through The 
Cut in incredible time, with 0-0 scores through 
checks five and six. Carlson really lit a fire through 
the section also, with the only 0-1 score. A handful 


of fast AA & A riders roosted through with 1-1 5% 


cards, including Peterson, KTM, Moose, Razee's 
Peter Tanner, Valley Motorsports XR pilot Jim 
Mitchell, Bill Drummey, Austin Jalbert and Anthony 
Geraci. 

At the first gas stop, Madore and McEachern held 
the lead with only one point lost so far, followed 
closely by Carlson with two. Everyone else had lost 
at least three points. From here, the course headed 
for some of the day's more difficult terrain, includ- 


ing the infamous Black & Blue rock garden section. # 
In the midst of a local Connecticut State Forest, 6 


the rock garden section can truly separate the con- 
tenders from the wanna-bees. The section is rocky 
enough on its own. With such a plethora of rocks, it 
makes you ponder how the early settlers of this 
country grew anything on the land. On top of it all is 
the one-tenth mile strip that is literally one rock after 
the other. 

Watching the riders pass through provides a view of 
a wide array of technique and line selection through 
the rock garden. Certainly proper suspension set-up is 
important to a smoother ride, but line selection is 
almost equally crucial. Choosing the right line can be 
the difference between a bumpy ride and finding your 
front wheel diving between two boulders. Peter Tanner 
must have had his clickers set right. He cruised 
through the section with a 2:47, followed by Raffi 


XR600 trail whale turns into a 
Woods Weapon overnight! 


Aloop's 4SMX seat/tank kit is 3" narrower than 
stock, even slimmer than a YZ400! The CR 
shrouds direct more cooling air to the engine, and 
you won't believe the difference in handling. Lose 
that old Humpback Whale, get an Aloop Kit! 


Our great looking kit gives you faster lap times, better handling and more comfort! 


ALOOP Offroad 








Peterson with the only other sub-three minute score 
(2:56). 

Another relatively easy section followed where sev- 
eral riders went 0-0. Check 10 proved to be another 
critical section, with McEachern, Carlson and Tanner 
losing only two, compared to the many threes and 
fours from the rest of the expert class. Jerry Madore 
made up some ground at check 11, posting the fastest 
score with only one point lost, followed by the twos of 
Peterson, MSR/G&G Cycle's Rick Claxton, McEachern 


Here's what you get: 
* 2.0 gallon plastic tank 
• CR-type radiator 
shrouds 

* fully assembled CR- 
type seat 

* genuine One Industries 
Graphics kit 

e 2nd petcock and 
mounting hardware 


• РЗ Computer 


* remote thumb switch 
* rugged sensor and 


magnet 


* crossbar mounting 


bracket 





24 and Carlson. 


McEachern and Carlson rode together through 
check 12, ripping through the fastest with one point 
lost each. Many twos and several threes followed 
hrough this check on the way to the second gas 


é stop. One short section brought the riders back to 
; the start. Dave Carlson, Jr. led the way home with a 


1:19 at the final check to seal his A High Point and 
second overall finish. McEachern came through on 
Carlson’s rear wheel at 1:20 to lock in his second 


F Overall High Point of the year. Look for Eric to be a 
] contender for the overall championship next year in 


the AA class. 

Paul Smith championed the B class, taking the B 
High Point on his KTM with a twenty-one. T. Jones 
put in a fine ride on his Gas Gas for the C High Point 
with a forty-one. Al Zitta made a rare appearance to 


4 take the Super Senior class win on a KTM, while Bev 


Simcock added another win to her list in the 


B Women's class. 


The CT Ramblers put on a superb event to end a 
climatic season. Neff has put his mark in the history 
books, being one of an elite few to take back-to-back 
NETRA Championships. His task was not easy 
though, having been harassed all season by Cayer 
and Madore. McEachern has certainly made his mark 
this season as well. The list of possible contenders 
for the 2001 title chase grows longer. Next year 
should bring one of the longest list of potential win- 
ners NETRA has seen in a while. Stay tuned. 

Congratulations again to Hans Neff for successfully 
defending his NETRA Enduro Championship. 
Congratulations as well to all of the class champions 
of the 2000 season, who surely worked equally hard. 
The 2001 NETRA enduro season gets underway on 
February 11, at the Snow Run. See you there! 4t 


"Enduro is a contest where speed is not the 
determining factor." —AMA Rulebook 


While your definition of Enduro may vary from the official version, one 
thing that really helps harvest the trophies is our PaceMaker 3 Enduro 
computer. It's the choice of East Coast pro's like Fred Hoess, Hans Neff, 


Here's what you get: 


and several thousand other racers who appre- 
ciate our large alphanumeric display, infrared 
download capability, and optional audible 
alarm. Is the P3 the best? It's no contest. 


* full instruction manual 


Pacemaker P-3 $369 


XR400 kit Only $449 
(fits XR250 & XR400 
1996-2001) 

XR600 kit Only $479 
(fits 1988-2000 XR600) 


ALOOP Offroad, 3911 Norwood Dr. #6, Littleton CO 80125 e www.aloop.com 
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E" weekend for almost a decade, the 
popular Pennsylvania riding area known as 
"Tower City" attracted hundreds of mid- 
Atlantic off-road riders looking to enjoy the 
hill climbs, trails, and woods riding of this 
5000-acre coal mining site in northeastern 
Pennsylvania. Tower City provided thousands 
of riders with hundreds of weekends of free 
recreation, but some of those riders repaid 
the landowner by leaving the property littered 
with the remains of campsites and all-night 
parties. In 1997, the present owner of the 
property, Harriman Coal Company, could no „ 
longer tolerate the unsightliness of the park- [= 
ing area, the vandalism of expensive equip- | 
ment, and the unregulated crowds. The owner 
closed the riding area with locked gates, 
prominent signs, and a security patrol. after § 
the theft of coal mining explosives from the f 
site. m 

John Grodsky was one of those locked-out 
riders, but instead of looking for another rid- 
ing spot he sat down with a few friends and 
together they formulated a plan to re-open the Ё 
Tower City riding area. Their plan involved an Ж 
annual fee in exchange for access to overnight 
campsites, the use of 5000 acres of marked 
trails, and a cell phone-wielding, motorcycle- 
mounted volunteer security patrol that not % 
only enforced safe conduct but also reported ' 
trespassers to the landowner and to the 
police. 

In the Spring of 1998, after months of nego- 
tiations with the landowner, their plan was accepted 
and Tower City Trail Riders Incorporated (TCTRI) was 
created. TCTRI involves a lease agreement with the 
landowner, a phalanx of lawyers, and a huge respon- 
sibility that rests squarely on the shoulders of the rid- 
ers. It's an arrangement unique to Pennsylvania and 
possibly the entire country. The riders who founded 
TCTRI are dedicated, persistent, and pioneering indi- 
viduals. Their concept of a fee-for-riding area was 
developed from a clean slate, as there was no existing 
plans for them to follow. The landowner responded 
positively to their efforts and TCTRI has become wild- 
ly successful. 

In less than two years, the original 5000 acre area 
reached its carrying capacity of 1000 riders, and a 
waiting list was created for riders wanting to pay to 
ride. This positive response prompted TCTRI to open 
a second riding area on adjacent lands. Since TCTRI 
was formed, there have been no reports of vandalism 
on the property, and after a few dozen arrests tres- 
passing has slowed to a trickle. 

Being one of the riders who enjoyed the Tower City 
riding area over the past few decades, | tracked the 
progress of TCTRI with hopeful anticipation. After 
hearing of its success, | had to see it for myself. A day 
spent with TCTRI president John Grodsky, and 


12 Trail Rider 












» Ronald Lickman, president of Harriman Coal 
4 Company, provided the opportunity to learn 
к their formula for success and share it with 
other motorcycle enthusiasts and off-road 
2 motorcycle advocacy groups. 

Interview with John Grodsky, President of 
TCTRI 

What is the legal definition of TCTRI? 

It's a corporation that oversees the legal 
agreement between the landowner and the 
riders. 

How did TCTRI form? 

With a lot of behind the scenes work that 
most people will never know about. We need- 
ed $10,000 to form and administer TCTRI, 
but established motorcycle organizations 
wouldn't help us with a loan so we sent letters 
M to the riders that used the area before it was 
i closed. We asked each of the riders for $125. 

] We received $15,000. 

What were the goals of TCTRI? 

To provide a great off-road riding experi- 
ence that the whole family can enjoy and to 
d get the right type of riders to join TCTRI. Ву 
By this | mean riders who respect the privilege of 
MP riding in this area and the goals of the 
landowner. We do this by personally inter- 
viewing each member candidate. We also 
wanted to support the community with dona- 
2 tions to the local fire company and help Mrs. 
Lickman in her work with the Make A Wish 
Foundation. 


т” 


John Grodsky points out the far boundaries of the Tower City riding area from atop a high hill. Tower City provides a great 
riding area in the northeastern Pennsylvania region, but it's only available through membership. 


‚ By Robert Miller 


KTM "Easy-Pull" 
Clutch Lever 





Tall Seat Foams 
& Covers 





Have the goals been met? 

Yes. We've made a contribution to the local com- KTM 2 Stroke & 
| munity and we maintain a good relationship with the 4 Stroke Skid Plates 
| landowner. We've establish a family atmosphere here, 
and it's nothing to see three generations of riders 


enjoying the area. We want to keep this going for our Look For Our Products By Name! 





children and grandchildren. 6081 South M.L. King Blvd. Lansing, MI 48911 
How would you describe TCTRI? PH: (517) 393-2421 FX: (517) 393-0632 | 
It's the easiest club to get thrown out of. ы е " Ж ) 
What are the future plans for TCTRI? Order On Ine Wao! www.a2nduro2ng.eotrt) 


| When we formed TCTRI, we didn’t know what to 

| expect, but our membership went from the original 

| 125 members, to 300, then 600 in less than two years. 
Now we're working with the landowner to open addi- 
tional riding areas adjacent to this one. We're design- 
ing this thing as we go along, but there's a lot of room 
for expansion of this type of riding opportunity. 

Interview with Ron Lickman, 

President of Harriman Coal Co. 

What is your relationship with TCTRI? 

They have a legal agreement with me to lease prop- 
erty for off-road motorcycling. Basically, | depend on 
them to head off problems before | hear about them. аа аа uu 5% 
As long as it doesn't create any headaches for me, I’m е 
еа WWW. MANCHESTERHONDAE: ШІН: Б 

What are your goals for this property? 

| want to encourage recreation and have the land 7. 
respected. Much of this property was ravaged by strip [БЕ] E 7, 
mining during World War II when environmental con- 
cerns were of a low priority. I’m reclaiming this envi- 
ronmentally damaged land and actively mining other 
areas. My goal is to leave it in better condition than 


when | bought the property. 2 
Why did you agree to a fee-for-riding area on your B own 
property? Husqvama 
| love this land. | wanted to see others enjoy it in a 
conjunction with its commercial use. This combina- 
tion of recreation, reclamation, and commercial use is awasaki 
an example of what can be accomplished when every- е 
one works together. Agencies from all over the US are 
looking at what we're doing here and examining ways Husqvarna 2000 Leftovers: 
to duplicate it other areas. 


TCTRI has created a blueprint for success for other Great Deals on Husky's Great Bikes! 


organizations that promote off-road motorcycle rid- 


ing. It's helped to stem the tidal wave of public land Call for Prices! 


closures and private land postings that have recently 
besieged off-road motorcycle enthusiasts. TCTRI's 
success with the fee-for-riding concept is also a 


glimpse into the future of off-road motorcycling in Tw 60 Аз 

America. With the innovative example of TCTRI, the г 

future of off-road riding, like Tower City, won't be Кее Husqvarna 

gone or forgotten, it'll just be different. cannondale 
The annual membership fee for TCTRI is $175. For 


a $20 fee, guests are permitted when accompanied by 1864 Silas Deane Highway 
a member. TCTRI's website i t itytrailrid- ; ( ) = 
ететін TTR кезіге итин | Rocky Hil, CT 06067 (800) 721-0199 
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Checking it Out 





Marc Grossman's Husky war wagon is set up to fly 
setup the silencer creates the back pressure needed for proper engine scaveng- _ 


hen you think of hot mid-sized four stroke machines capable of winning the 

overall in any off road venue, several bikes immediately come to mind. KTM's 
new 400EXC, for sure, certainly Yamaha's YZ/WR426 as well. Or maybe even the 
Suzuki DRZ400. However, what's noticeably missing from this class is Husqvarna's 
midsized entry in the four stroke wars, easily the most seasoned veteran of the 
bunch. Previously "badged" as a TE410, but soon to be reborn as a 400 in '01 (both 
bikes displace the same 399.5cc), the midsized Husky thumper shares many of the 
same technological innovations as its newer brethren, including water cooling, 
multivalve head design, advanced digitally controlled electronic ignitions, etc. Even 
So, the TE410 remains the traditional red-headed stepchild of the lot. 


This past season local racer Marc Grossman set out to change that stereotype, 
and with the help of a Husqvarna USA sponsorship did just that, piling up a bunch 
of podium finishes aboard a tricked out TE410. "You know, I really like racing and 
winning on the Husky," Grossman explained. "Most serious riders don't expect 
much from it, and that gives me a bit of an underdog status. | dig that and the fact 
is, they couldn't be more wrong." In addition to the factory sponsorship, Grossman 
built his racer with the help of a host of other sponsors, a list including DMS of 
Dover, Delaware; Acerbis, Renthal, Tsubaki, IMS, Fast By Ferracci, Up-Tite, 
Bridgestone, Fox Racing, Sullivian Brothers (HJC Helmet distributor), ProCircuit, 
Braking, Motion Pro, Silkolene, and Boyesen. This past fall, we hooked up with 
Marc for some test riding, during which we were fortunately able to ride the Husky 
back-to-back with KTM's revolutionary 400EXC. That, combined with our extensive 
time aboard the Yamaha thumpers has lead to some pretty surprising conclusions. 
Here’s how we got there. 


Grossman’s TE410 starts with a new head pipe, silencer and hot camshaft. The 
Up-Tite pipe uses a standard straight length head pipe combined with a reverse 
megaphone silencer, a different approach than some exhaust tuners. With this 


"ы 3 [A E ЖР - 


pu pos 
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and go, and the special vented ignition cover 
keeps things cool. 


ing. Conversely, some exhaust system builders use tapered headpipes (which cre- | 
ate back pressure) and a straight flow-through silencer. Grossman said he tried 
both and found that the Up-Tite setup provided the broadest power. Also note 
from the pictures the asbestos head pipe wrap, which actually helps the motor run 
cooler. Inside Marc's Husky is an Up-Tite camshaft as well, a sano unit CNC 
machined from billet steel. The aftermarket camshaft provides more lift and a 
longer duration than stock, while still starting easily and idling well. 

Regarding Husky engine tuning expertise, Marc lauded Up-Tite's George Earl as 
the most knowledgeable tuner in the business when it comes to Husky thumpers. 
Carburetor tuning to accommodate the pipe and cam finds the needle raised a slot 
and the pilot leaned a single jet size to a 58. Stock jetting is a 60 pilot and 170 
main jet. 

Suspension-wise, Grossman stiffens spring rates up both front and rear. All 
suspension tuning is done by the Fast by Ferracci shop, who also revalve both the 
fork and shock. Regarding Ferracci's tuning specs, Marc commented, "Ferracci's 
rock settings are almost perfect for our kind of riding." Sponsored by 
Bridgestone, you'll find 
Grossman's bike shod with 
Bridgestone dirt meats, the | 
M78 rear and M77 front іп ; 
hard/dry conditions while | 
switching to M59 front in | 
hard/wet events. In soft | 
terrain like sand or mud, ; 
Grossman says he chooses 
an M26 rear with either an $ 
M59 front (mud) or M25 
front (sand). For final drive 
the Grossman TE410 goes 
with 13-50 gearing, two 
teeth bigger on rear than 



























4 Asbestos-wrapped Up-Tite pipe helps the 
4 breathing and increases power, and the wrap- 





Very slick Works Connection clutch lever and 
compression release eases left hand chores. 





stock, driving a Tsubaki Omega O-ring chain. 

As with any top racer's bike, there are a host of aftermarket products that can 
improve upon the “middle of the road" factory ergonomics. Grossman's bike uses 
a trick clutch lever/compression release perch manufactured by Works Connection 
on the left side of the Renthal Fat Bar handlebar with Ricky Carmichael bend. You'll 
also find a Boyesen Flex Grip for reducing the transmission of vibration to the left 
hand. Finally, Marc modifies ProCircuit YZ426 foot pegs to fit the Husky, giving it a 
wider platform for standing. 

While he hadn't gotten around to making any changes to the seat, Grossman 
noted that the stock Husky had “a little bit of a saddle effect with the stock seat 
foam." Rounding out the Grossman special is a Cagiva Racing vented ignition cover 


that allows for better mag side cooling, an Up-Tite 
rear master cylinder guard (specifically designed to 
keep the chain from cutting into the master cylinder), 
and AmPro (Randy Hawkins) hand guard mounting 
clamps mated to traditional aluminum hand guards. 
All in all it’s a slick package that looks the part. But the 
real question is, is it a runner? 

Before we even slung a leg over the bike, Marc told 
us what to expect. "Compared to the YZ426, the 
TE410 is easier to ride, whether using the clutch or 
not. The way it makes power (a much flatter, more 
uniform power curve—ed.), | can be more aggressive 
on it without worrying about it getting away from me. 
It doesn't tire me out like the YZ could." Our impres- 
sions were not far off, formed over a 40 mile enduro 
loop during which | swapped rides between our KTM 
400 test bike and Grossman's Husky (all the while 
with Marc breathing down the back of my neck, which 
| might add, he does without breaking a sweat). No 
doubt, the Grossman TE410 motor is all midrange, a 
smooth electric power delivery that likes a steady 
throttle hand and plenty of clutch. Conversely, the 
KTM 400EXC has considerably more low end grunt 
and revs higher to boot. 

As far as handling goes, the Grossman Husky is as 
stable as a battleship at all speeds, while retaining 
good turning habits—quick and confident. Our KTM 
was much twitchier, hunting in turns a bit and some- 
times shaking its head at high speeds. In defense of 
the KTM, the bike that we had for the day was a loner, 
set up for another rider, and under these circum- 
stances we declined to make any adjustments to the 
suspension. We're sure that any of these negative 
traits could have been tuned out with some careful 
adjustments. 

Regardless, it doesn't hide the fact that Grossman's 
TE410 racer was set up pretty darn good, a fitful 
explanation for why he enjoyed so much success rac- 
ing it this past season. Regarding Marc's plans for 
next year, they were described as "still up in the air" 
at the time of our initial test. However Marc has since 
assured us that he's still talking to Husky USA and 
has an inkling that a '01 TE400 Husqvarna might well 
be in his future. Could one be in yours? 
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13 Day Dual Sport Ride 











The ultimate long-distance desert ride 


Background 
M to Canada on dirt roads and trails...why 
would you want to do that? Why not just take the 
interstate? Well, if it must be explained, you wouldn't 
understand anyway. 

For many years, Jerry Counts of Countdown fame 
and Ed Waldheim, president of CORVA had been 
working with the State of California to establish a trail 
system in California that would connect Mexico to 
Oregon. The routes would be recognized by BLM, the 
U.S. Forest Service and the Park Service, similar to 
the Pacific Crest Trail for hikers. Although several sec- 
tions of this Statewide Motorized Trail have been ded- 
icated, it became obvious that before a border to bor- 
der ride would be feasible they would be too old to use 
it. 

Dave Hutchens and Johnny Sampson had put on 
several dual sport rides in Southern California around 
Borrego Springs and Idyllwild. Jerry had put on sev- 
eral in the Mojave Desert from Ridgecrest, to the 
Owens Valley and Death Valley. Some of their friends 
from Reno had an annual ride from 
Fallon, Nevada, to Denio, Oregon. 

They all got together and decided to 
connect their rides and make a roll 
chart for one long ride from Tecate, 
Mexico, to Denio, Oregon, that would в 
pass through California and Nevada. |. 
In 1996, the 12 friends rode the 
1,300 miles from Mexico to Oregon 
in 7 days. The obvious feeling after 7 
great days in paradise, was why stop 
here, make it a true international bor- 
der to border ride! 

Back home, Jerry and Dave started 
to plot their way across Oregon and 
Washington. After looking at the land m 
ownership of eastern Washington, it 
became obvious that there was no [S 
public land and that most of the pan- f 
handle of Idaho was under water. The [= 
final plan was to cross Oregon and 
Idaho then go North through There's no better 
Montana crossing back into Idah 
just below Canada. 

Jerry is stuck home in the old 40 hour rat race, but 
Dave is a retired fireman, and with his wife Marilyn go 
to the Idaho State Ride each year. They had the oppor- 
tunity to talk to local riders, and the free time to scout 
possible routes. 

The final routine was: Jerry and Dave would identify 
possible routes on maps, Dave and Marilyn would 
check them out with local riders and rangers and do 
the preliminary scouting, and then at the end of sum- 
mer, Jerry and Dave would ride the route for mileage 
to make a roll chart. Can you imagine a roll chart 
showing every turn from Mexico to Canada? If it were 
in one piece, it would be over 150 feet long. 

In August of 98 they finished recording the roll chart 
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but it still needed to be checked. There are many pos- 
sible mistakes from the time you hand-record turns as 
you ride, then enter them in the computer back home. 
In April of '99, the charts were proof-ridden in 4 days 
from Tecate to Tonopah by Jerry, Dave, and Ed. Then 
in July, they were joined by Johnny, Ed Buttler, and 
Eric the Kiwi, and the charts were checked from 
Tonopah to Canada in 7 more days. It turned out that 








on two of the days the group finished after dark. It was 
decided to add two more overnights to the final tour. 
A special toast was made for Dave Adams who had 
lost a fight with cancer just after the '96 ride. Dave 
never refused to meet at some godforsaken intersec- 
tion in the middle of Nevada to start checking a roll 
chart. 

The 2,500 miles of roll charts were now completed, 
checked and ready for use. The route included an 
International Border road, the start of Pacific Crest 
Trail at Mexico, the de Anza trail, the 20 Mule Team 
road, the Nadeau Toll road, the Salt Tram road at Cerro 
Gordo, the 40 Mile desert trail, the Applegate Cutoff, 
the Nightingale Cutoff, the Pony Express trail, and a 


long portion of the Lewis and Clark Trail 

When word got out about the completion of this sig- 
nificant route, dual sporters from all over the west 
wanted to experience it. Since the window of opportu- 
nity to avoid snow is from the middle of July to the 
end of August there was still time in '99 to make a run. 
On August 15, 16 riders assembled at the last motel 
between San Diego and Tecate to prepare for the 
world's longest dual sport ride. 

Day 1 - Tecate to Idyllwild, 196 miles 

The night before the start, the 16 riders met to go 
over instructions on how to use the roll charts and 
maps. Gear bags, tools, and spare tires were loaded in 
the support truck and trailer. The next morning, the 
group rode 20 miles to the border crossing at Tecate, 
took photos, zeroed odometers, and started on the 
epic 2,500 mile trek to Canada. 

The route headed east on a graded trail along the 
US/Mexican border. The Border Patrol drags the road 
every evening with old tires tied together so that in the 
morning they can check for footprints of any illegals 
crossing during the night. Caution is 
advised when passing the patrols. 
After a few miles, the group encoun- 
tered the monument for the southern 
terminus of the Pacific Crest Trail, a 
photo with motorcycle helmets 
perched on top was in order. From 
there, they headed north to Cleveland 
National Forest. 

The first challenge was a rocky, 
а Switchback, uphill single track out of 
Coral canyon. A few riders needed 
some help but everyone made it. After 
a short highway section they turned 
north on Boulder Creek road which is 
dirt all the way to Julian, where they 
S enjoyed lunch and the famous Julian 
pies. 

After lunch, the riders passed 
1 through Grapevine canyon in Anza 
Borrego Park, which was their intro- 





way to find a great view of the United States than to get out and ride it, and covering duction to cactus which was to be 
0 it from Mexico to Canada just seems like a good idea. Above, the group at end of day 5, Fallon, NV. 


common for the next 1,500 miles. 
After just a taste of desert, it was up 
over the Palomar Divide road with lots of thick south- 
ern California brush where they passed the white 
dome of the Palomar Observatory. After another short 
stretch of pavement, it was back to fun fire roads up 
Thomas mountain, along Rouse Ridge, followed by a 
steep uphill into the pine forest around Idyllwild. The 
typical log cabins and pine scented air of this moun- 
tain resort made for a great first overnight but was a 
good indicator of the next few days. 
Day 2 - Idyllwild to Barstow, 161 miles 

To beat the 105 degree heat of August in the Mojave, 
the group left at 6 am and quickly dropped 5,000 ft. 
down to Banning after stopping for photos of the 
desert ahead from Vista Grande overlook. Riders 





could experience a little middle ages Don 
Quixote illusion as they wound through 
the 50 foot tall wind turbines of Banning 
pass, but burgers at Jerry's dinner in 
Yucca Valley brought them back to the 
Route 66 1950's era. After lunch, the 
ride through the western movie set town 
of Pioneertown took them back to the 
1880%. This was definitely the time мар. 
day! 

The sometimes water, sometimes 
sand of Rattlesnake Canyon kept every- 
one alert and was a wakeup call that we 
were leaving the cool mountains and 
entering the vast hot deserts of the Great 
Basin. Rattlesnake canyon connects the 
San Bernadino mountains and Lucerne 
valley and has been used in many Ж: 
famous motorcycle races over the years. 
Dave first rode it in 1955 on his AJS, sin- 7 
gle (44 years ago?). Skirting Cougar 
Buttes, along Anderson Dry Lake, and 
following many old District 37 race 
course routes led riders to Barstow for a dip in the 
pool, a few cool ones, and some bike maintenance. 

Day 3 - Barstow to Lone Pine, 245 miles 

North toward Ft. Irwin on Fossil Bed Road, riders 
took a side trip through Rainbow Canyon’s multicol- 
ored hills, much like Artist’s Palette in Death Valley. 
Riding around Opal Mountain took the group to Black 
Water well, which was an important water spot on the 
Death Valley 20 Mule Team road. After going around 
Red Mountain, past the steam wells, and through the 
Spangler Hills, the odd geological spires of Tufa, 
called the Pinnacles, came into view. These strange 
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Heading for the Pinnacles, Mojave Desert, heart of southern California. 


monoliths are part of the alkali basin of Searls Dry 
Lake and were formed by springs when the whole val- 
ley was under water. 

After a quick gas stop in Trona, it was onto the old 
Nadeau toll road which led to the silver mines where 
the Hurst family made their original fortune. Recent 
flash floods from the hills above had cut trenches that 
made the road impassable to even the hard core rid- 
ers. A slight detour got the group back on the roll 
chart. The old single wall gas tanks at Panamint 
Springs had been KOed by the almighty EPA in 
January, so gas came from the support truck while a 
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flat was fixed. In spite of no gas, there 
is no better location for lunch in the 
desert than from their verandah over- 
looking the Panamint valley. 

Although most of the route from 
Mexico to Canada is within the Great 
Basin, it goes from mountain range to 
mountain range, most of which are 
pine covered and have 10-12 thousand 
| foot peaks. After lunch at about 500 
feet elevation the riders entered their 
first such range. They left up Darwin 
Canyon and through the ghost town of 
Darwin, then across more flat desert 
followed by a climb up into the Inyo 
Mountains. At a pass at the top of 
Lucas canyon is Cerro Gordo, another 
ghost town. At this point, the riders 
had their first choice of a hard 
way/easy way split. The easy way took 
“ county roads down to Lone Pine, but 

the hard way went north right along 

the 10,000 ft. spine of the Inyos. It 
went past the power station of the abandoned Salt 
Tram with its big wooden support towers. The tram 
was built to transport salt from Saline Valley up over 
the Inyos and down to Owens Lake, where it could be 
shipped to L.A. by boat and wagon train. The view of 
valleys on both sides is unbelievable. 

From the top down to Swansea, another ghost town, 
the road is rocky, long, and very, very steep. The les- 
son learned here was even if you are not low on gas, 
it will all go forward and misses the petcock. Coasting 
is the only option in some sections. After 245 hard, 
hot miles, everyone was tired, thirsty, and hungry. 
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They also had four sore cheeks, two from riding 
and two from grinning. The hot tub at the Dow 
Villa made the riders forget most of these ail- 
ments. 

Day 4 - Lone Pine to Tonopah, 209 miles 

Out of Lone Pine, the riders followed a Sierra 
Club recommended route up Mazourka Canyon 
back into the pinyon pines of the Inyo 
Mountains. From the top, the view across Owens 
Valley to the rugged peaks of Mt. Whitney in the 
Sierra mountains is spectacular. Dropping down 
through Devil's Gate to Big Pine, riders gassed 
up for the transition into Nevada. 

At this point, one of the riders was having cam 
chain problems with his XR650L. The yuppie 
solution is to ride into Bishop, buy a new ATK, 
and catch up with the group in Tonopah. Since 
this is the ride of a lifetime, that is just what he did. 

The group continued on into Nevada for lunch and 
gas at Dyer, passing by Deep Springs Junior College 
on a lonely section of Highway 168. No frat houses 
here! About 15 miles before Dyer, an XR 400 quit and 
had to be towed in. The XR was trailered to Tonopah 
where it was repaired that night by the group's own 
imported Italian mechanic/rider. The ride from Dyer to 
Tonopah goes up into the Silver Peak Mountains on 
crooked, winding mining roads, and past the ghost 
town of Silver Peak. 

Although the Station House Casino has good food, 
drinks, and entertainment, along with nice rooms, the 
hard core dirt bike riders on this trip opted to work 
late in the parking lot on our bikes that now had gone 
800 miles without much service. 

Day 5 - Tonopah to Fallon, 195 miles 

Since there was only room on the trailer to haul 13 
bikes back from Canada, this was the end of the ride 
for three. Would you believe they "geared up" and 
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Nothing flatter for riding on than a dry lake bed, this one at Black Rock. 


then rode back to the L.A. area on their dual sport 
bikes? 

Backtracking day four's course for a few miles, the 
route then headed northwest up into the pinyon pines 
of the Monte Cristo range on more great jeep roads. 
These are the kind of roads that test your restraint to 
go faster and get sideways. But with eight more days 
most riders cooled it, sorta. After crossing the Monte 
Cristo Valley, and another unnamed range and past 
the barely visible remains of a half dozen more ghost 
mining camps, they arrived at Gabbs for lunch and 
gas. Gabbs is where the guy claimed to have picked 
up Howard Hughes walking in the desert. 

After lunch, they rode north around the Lodi Hills, 
then west through an earthquake area with a very vis- 
ible old fault on the side of the mountain. Although 
riders followed the fence along a military restricted 
area, they didn't see any black helicopters. After a 
couple of long, sandy canyons that were hard work 
but fun, they rode part of the Pony Express trail 
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around the edge of Salt Wells Basin. Leaving 
the Pony Express trail they headed across the 
end of eight mile flat and along another military 
fence to the highway, and then into Fallon. 

Arrangements had been made with Ted 
Webb, owner of Action Supply, a local motorcy- 
cle shop, to change oil and mount new tires. 
Since he was expecting the group, he had extra 
help and got everyone serviced and on their 
way before dark. What a great guy! 

The next day was to be one of the shortest, so 
riders enjoyed themselves at the motel hot 
tub/pool and stayed up a little at the Casino 
which is one of the main attractions in Fallon. 

Day 6 - Fallon to Gerlach, 131 miles 

Just north of Fallon, the ride followed the old 
emigrant wagon trail across part of the famous 
"40-mile desert". There is a big concrete sign with a 
very interesting page out of one lady's diary that 
depicts the suffering from the heat and lack of water. 
Many of their animals died crossing this desert, which 
they hit in the middle of summer. Hey, it was August 
now! The next stop was Nightingale Hot Springs. If 
you think you smell onions here, you're right! They 
use the steam from geothermal wells to process 
onions. The road north from the spring was the 
Nightingale Cutoff, an option on the emigrant trail. 
What do you know, they had hard way/easy way splits 
way back then! 

After some low hills and big valleys, the route took 
the adventurers up into the Selenite Range on a very 
tough jeep road and past 7,000 ft. Luxor Peak. The 
view from the top was just another 100 mile panora- 
ma which also included their destination, a small 
green spec 30 miles distant and 4,000 ft. down. The 
jeep road down the ridge was rocky and very steep. 

About 20 miles from Gerlach, a 620 KTM finally quit 
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after running hot the previous three days. The 
"Search and Rescue" team of Bob and Dirk 
towed the behemoth in. The ignition was dead, 
probably from the heat, just like the pioneer's 
horses. The next best thing to shooting it or 
trading it in on a new bike like the yuppie did, is 
to know a KTM dealership that delivers. Shortly 
after midnight, said dealer from Sacramento 
showed up with a complete bike to cannibalize 
from. The wounded KTM was back on the trail 
the next morning. Dirt bikers are the greatest! 

In Gerlach, the group spent the night in 
Bruno's motel, ate in Bruno's restaurant, drank 
in Bruno's bar, played Bruno's slots and bought 
gas from, you guessed it, Bruno's gas station. 
Maybe they should change the name of the 
town to "Bruno's Town." Apparently there is no 
Bruno's appliance service company because one of 
the group had to fix a room air conditioner. 

Day 7 - Gerlach to Fields, 166 miles 

From Gerlach, the route headed across the Black 
Rock dry lake, which is over 50 miles long and 20 
miles wide in places. This is the place where a jet car 
just broke the sound barrier. It is also the home of the 
Burning Man festival, an excuse to meet in the desert, 
wear bizarre clothing (if any) and "do your own thing". 
The dry lake is so immense you can actually see the 
curvature of the earth on the horizon. 

After what seems like endless flat dry lake, it's a nice 
change to climb up into the Black Rock range, from 
which you can really get an idea of how big the dry 
lake is. After many miles in the Black Rocks, they 
crossed a small valley and entered the Pine Forest 
range where the route crossed many streams, passed 
many small lakes and went through groves of aspen 
trees. It then turned down Road Canyon, which is 
more canyon than road. It does not appear to have 
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Breakfast in Fields, Oregon. The signs of fatigue are starting to show. 


had a full size vehicle through it for many years. This 
section is also wild horse country and many very large 
herds were observed. 

The next stop on the itinerary was Bogg Hot Creek, 
almost on the Oregon border. The creek meanders 
across a very large scenic meadow. The riders had 
come 130 miles from Gerlach and it's another 35 to 
Fields with no gas between. The support truck was at 
Bogg but the riders were on their own because the dri- 
ver was soaking in the hot creek when they arrived, 
and informed them it was self service! On the '96 ride, 
there was gas 5 miles to the east at Denio, but the EPA 
underground tank demon struck there also. 

Fields, Oregon, is also a one store, one restaurant. 
and one motel with just a few rooms town. The group 
filled all the motel rooms and rented an old ranch 
house next door. It was rustic to say the least, but 
because the owners were super hospitable it turned 
out to be one of the most favorite stops. They even 
opened the restaurant early the next morning so the 
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riders could get an early start. Bacon and cheese 
potatoes is the breakfast special of the house. 
Must be something about being between Idaho 
potato farms and Tillamook cheese plants! 

Day 8 - Fields to Juntura, 187 miles 

After a few miles of pavement the group 
turned on a jeep road and then passed through a 
gate entering Roaring Springs Ranch. They had 
special permission to cross the 400,000 acre 
ranch, otherwise it would be 35 miles of pave- 
ment around. This was a typical three wire 
Nevada cow gate which was indicated on the roll 
chart. In July, Eric the Kiwi didn't see that it was 
closed and crashed into it. In August, Dirk did 
the same thing. The moral is that when the roll 
chart says "gate" you had better look for one! 

The group was now in eastern Oregon, and the 
riding was different from anything so far. Volcanic 
rocks about the size of volleyballs are half buried 
everywhere and there are no good lines. There were 
several bent toes and one broken shift shaft in this 
section. Yes, shaft, not lever. A pair of vise grips were 
clamped on the stub of the XR400’s shaft, and the 
rider was sent on a gravel road to Burns to look for a 
welder, not realizing that it was Sunday. There are still 
a few nice people in this world. While inquiring about 
a welder, a local rancher overheard the problem and 
said, “follow me home and l'Il weld it for you". When 
the rider tried to pay the man, he was insulted. The 
patched XR400 was ridden to Juntura on the highway 
and got there about the same time as the rest of the 
group. 

After the volcanic rocks from hell, the route headed 
up to Steens Mountain on a rough dirt road overlook- 
ing the Blitzen River. The Blitzen merges with the 
Donner and becomes, you guessed it, the Donner and 
Blitzen. At the crest of the road, there is one of the 
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most breathtaking views of the ride. From the summit, 
you can have a view of the whole Alvarod Desert and 
the snow-covered peaks on the three other sides. 
Totally awesome. Riders then dropped down into the 
old town of Diamond, through some beautiful ranch- 
es with fields of green alfalfa—-a picture book setting. 
Leaving a county road at historic Old Coon Cabin the 
route crossed treeless grassy rolling hills into Crane 
for gas and a very late lunch. Riders then headed up 
and over another mountain range past a beautiful 
large lake and into Juntura for the night. 

Juntura is just a small motel and restaurant with no 
gas and seems to be the mosquito capital of the 
world. After doing lots of rock-induced bike mainte- 
nance while simultaneously feeding a few 
thousand mosquitoes with a couple of pints of 
blood each, the riders had a good dinner, and it 
was bedtime. 

Day 9 - Juntura to Halfway, 218 miles іе 

By this point in the ride, the large group of 13 
had evolved into small teams, with nicknames 
like, "Super Mario Brothers", "Search and 
Rescue", the "Pyros", the "A Team", the "B 
Team", and the Loose Cannon. There was a B 
slight difference of opinion as to who actually 
was the "A" team and who was "B" team. The 
honor (i.e. bragging rights) seemed to change 
from day to day. On the start of this day, the 
current "B" team chose to upstage the current MEE 
"A" team, by stealthily pushing their bikes out 
of the parking lot before daylight. If day 8 was 
"ride through the rocks of hell" day 9 was 
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wide but the bottom is solid and it's only two feet 
deep. This valley of this river is so beautiful everyone 
wanted to come back someday to just camp and 
throw a fishing line into the river. A few miles later 
when the group left the headwaters of the Malhuer, 
they were finally leaving the Great Basin, after seven 
full days of riding through the largest U.S. desert sink 
that does not drain to the ocean. 

At this point, there was an optional side trip up to a 
fire lookout for another spectacular view. Murphy's 
Law struck and it was the regular lady's day off, so the 
riders miss out on her coffee and cookies. Oh well, the 
view was enough to make everyone happy. Even 
though it was obvious that there would be two way 
motorcycle traffic on the road to the lookout, 
two riders attempted to occupy the same 
piece of road at the same time and one 
thumb joint ended up being the big loser. 

. After a couple more mountain passes the 
group arrived at Austin Junction. It was 
Monday, and they are usually closed, but a 
call ahead had arranged for them to be open 
| for lunch and gas, but Murphy's Law struck 
again and it was closed tighter than a drum. 
Fortunately the support truck was there with 
enough gas in cans to get everyone 75 miles 
to the next gas at Durkee. On the checking 
ride in July, the first rider on this section ran 
2% into two strands of barbed wire that was 
DESI stretched across a cattle guard. The wire 
ЖИ hung up the bike and it instantly came to a 

" stop, but Cal kept going at about 30 MPH. 


"open/close every gate in Oregon". There are This valley was so beautiful, we all wanted to come back just to camp and fish. After regaining consciousness, it was deter- 


ten gates to open and close in the first 30 miles. 
The route was now up in a forest of big Ponderosa 
Pines with 6,000 foot peaks all around, and it crossed 
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to the only river that had to be forded. The Malhuer 
River crossing looks very intimidating, it is swift and 
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mined that he had a couple of broken ribs 
and several bad abrasions. Although Kiwi Eric tried to 
convince him that, "It's only pain", Cal was relegated 


IS HERE! 


win southemoceancycte.com 1-800-474-9884 
KAWASAKI • КТМ • POLARIS 
SUZUKI • YAMAHA • VICTORY 


SEE US ON THE WEB FOR ADDITIONAL SPECIALS & COUPONS 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


Where the 
excitement never ends! 


Limited number of 2000 


models available 
2001 models on the way! 


4595 S. Dupont Hwy. 
Dover, DE 19901 
800-RIDE-DMS 





20 Trail Rider 


your p mig y 
to Motocross Action magazine’ 5 "Playbikes of the Year," the 125L and 125, there's a performance-packed machine for every family member. 
All, featuring YZ styling, torquey four-stroke engines and long-travel suspension. The TT-Rs. Power to the people. 


Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, long-sleeved shirt, long trousers, gloves and boots. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment. 
For further information regarding the MSF rider course, please call 1-800-446-9227. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. ©2000 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. Cypress, CA 90630. 


For the Yamaha motorcycle dealer nearest you call: 1-800-88-YAMAHA. Visit our website at: www.yamaha-motor.com. 














to be the support driver for the rest of the trip. With 
the July incident in mind, the August group was very 
careful at the cattle guards in this section. 

After gas and an unplanned very late lunch in 
Durkee, riders went over another mountain range past 
Big Lookout Mountain (7,000 ft) through a pass and 
across a huge beautiful valley that is one big ranch. 
When they finally reached a pass on the other side of 
the valley, they were looking down at the town of 
Richland. It's a beautiful sight with green fields and 
trees along the Powder River. From there, it's the 
highway to the motel in Halfway. There 
are several local stories about what it's 
Halfway between, but there was no one 
good answer. There are two local places 
to eat, both saloons, and both with color- 
ful local characters. 

Day 10 - Halfway to Kamiah 231 miles |. 

Riders had an early breakfast with the | 
colorful locals, then rode pavement to 
Oxbow where they crossed the Snake 
River (first big river) into Idaho, the land 
of big rivers. The route was hot as they 
climbed the 5 1/2 mile Kleinschmidt 
grade, up the side of the Snake River 
gorge. At each switchback turn, the 
mighty Snake down in Hells Canyon 
looked smaller, and then at the top they 
entered a dark old-growth forest. The 
route passes through two old towns; 
Cuprum and Bear, which are right out of 
the movie "Deliverance". The only major 
roll chart error was here, the Hard Way, 
Easy Way were reversed. But, by now the riders were 
all seasoned roll chart navigators and they found their 
way back on course and into Riggins for gas and 
lunch. Riggins is at the end of the of the "River Of No 
Return" portion of the Salmon River and the only 
industry in town is river rafting. 

After lunch, they headed up the south side of the 
river a few miles, then crossed over it (second big 
river) and climbed Keating Ridge to the top of the 
gorge. After passing the old mining town of Florence, 
the route turned onto Miller Creek trail, a segment of 
the Idaho Centennial trail. This is a beautiful well- 
maintained single track through dense forest. It is a 
handful on a big 600cc dual sport bike, but a delight 
on lightweight two stroke. Idaho has a great trail sys- 
tem that is maintained by clubs and Trail Rangers who 
are paid for from their off road vehicle sticker fund. 
The Miller Creek trail follows the original wagon road 
that ran north and south through the mountains from 
Grangeville to the Snake River. It was the supply route 
for the mines in the area. 

After Miller Creek Trail a logging road led down to 
the South Fork of the Clearwater River (third big 
river). After a short distance up river, the route turned 
up Meadow Creek and then down Lightning Creek to 
Highway 13, also known as the EIk City wagon road. 
Riders followed the main Clearwater River into 
Kamiah to the Lewis and Clark Motel. Kamiah was 
called Long Camp by Lewis and Clark who camped 
here for a couple of months on their return trip, wait- 
ing for the snow to melt up on Lolo Trail. 

Day 11 - Kamiah to Powell, 110 miles 

The riders left Kamiah late and climbed up to Kidder 
Ridge to the north, and picked up the original Lolo 
trail, now a jeep road. This rocky jeep road meanders 
through a lodgepole forest and is a short one day ride 
on a motorcycle, but it took Lewis and Clark over four 
days to travel the same route climbing over fallen 
trees and through the snow. There are many signs 
along the road describing various of Lewis and Clark 
adventures. The signs give the dates and actual text 
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from their journals, e.g., “..... traveled 17 miles, cold, 
wet, hungry, men exhausted, ate a colt for dinner." In 
another they record that they had to eat their tallow 
candles because they were starving. In less than a half 
hour the motorcycles came to the next sign at a camp- 
site that was a whole day of travel for L & C. It does- 
n't seem fair, does it? Near the summit of Lolo Pass 
the riders dropped down to Powell, which is a resort 
on the Lochsa River. 

Since Lewis and Clark also camped here, it was also 
good enough for a bunch of dual sporters. It has been 





One thing the West has in abundance is vistas, and every day brought new breathtak- 
ing views. This is on the Salt Tram Road near Cerro Gordo. 


improved since 1806; there are cabins now and some 
even have indoor plumbing. The scene of cabins in the 
thick forest, a big log hunting lodge with dining on an 
open veranda overlooking the Lochsa, was a beautiful 
setting for these modern mototourers. 

Day 12 - Powell to Wallace, 180 miles 

When the group left Mexico in the middle of August, 
the planned route over the Bitterroot Mountains was 
Still closed by snow and downed trees. As the group 
traveled north, frequent calls were made to the Ranger 
Station to determine if the way would be passable. 
Three days before they got to Powell, the road was 
opened. There was a "Plan B" using the interstate, but 
fortunately it didn't have to be used. 

Since it was 150 miles to lunch and gas, most rid- 
ers carried extra gas just to be safe. They left Powell 
up Parachute Hill on a logging road. The water truck 
had been out the day before—-no dust, great traction, 
great riding! At Cayuse Junction they followed 
Toboggan Ridge back to the Idaho State Centennial 
trail which parallels the crest of the Bitterroots on the 
west side. They then dropped down and crossed the 
North (and last) Fork of the Clearwater River. This an 
area of high mountain peaks, mountain passes, heavy 
forest and rivers in deep canyons that make you want 
to stop and drop a fishing line. 

After the crossing, the group worked their way up to 
Fly Hill (6,500 ft.). This is as far as the check crew got 
in July because of 10 feet of snow. They had to back- 
track and go around through Superior, Montana, then 
up the interstate to Wallace, aka "Plan B". Over more 
mountains and down across more streams, then back 
up again, the group finally got to Gospel Hill (6,500 ft.) 
and started down to the St. Joe River (fourth big 
river). Even though it was pavement along the St. Joe, 
it's a nice winding road following the scenic river into 
Avery for gas and another late lunch. 

From Avery, a graded road toward Wallace follows 
the North Fork of the St. Joe river. The first half uses 
an old abandoned railroad grade which is great except 
there are many tunnels and none of them are straight. 


As soon as you start in, it gets pitch black and motor- 
cycle lights don't seem to help much. The old saying 
about finally seeing "the light at the end of the tunnel" 
is true and was welcome each time. At Moon pass, the 
route makes a quick descent down to Wallace. 

Historic Wallace has lots of old buildings that have 
been restored. It's a little touristy, but definitely worth 
the visit. The hot tub felt good after a long hard day. 
Everyone was excited because the next day they will 
see Canada! Well except for one who had a chip off his 
fib where it joins the ankle (broken). He was in a soft 
splint and had an appointment with his ortho- 
pedic doctor when he got home. Some of the 
riders made it into town to look around, the rest 
just hit the sack. 

Day 13 - Wallace to Canada, 207 miles 

The last day came with mixed feelings, riders 
hated to see the fun end, but were anxious 
< about achieving their goal. From Wallace, the 
route went over Dobson pass to Murray, home 
of Molly-Be-Damned, a locally famous madam. 
Murray has an interesting museum with one of 
almost every item that would have been used in 
the early mining and logging days. It's worth 
seeing even if you have to drive here in a car! 

After Murray it's up another ridge, then north 
along the crest of the Bitterroot Range which is 
the Idaho-Montana border, and then down into 
Montana. Crossing the Clarke river at Noxon 
and gassing up, everyone headed for lunch at 
Troy, the last establishment before the Canadian 
border. 

From Troy, they crossed the Kootenai River 
and climbed through some heavy timber past Grizzly 
Peak (6500 ft.) and warning signs that you are in griz- 
zly country. Motorcycle don't fail me now! After fol- 
lowing the Yaak River they went over Canuck Pass and 
dropped back in to Idaho along Ruby Ridge, famous 
for the standoff between the FBI and Randy Weaver. 

When all of the teams had arrived at a watering hole 
about a quarter mile from the border, there was a toast 
of their accomplishment and then a group ride to the 
border to take pictures, shake hands, and kiss bikes, 
etc. After that ceremonious occasion, it was highway 
back to Bonner's Ferry, the closest town to the border. 

Day 13 - Evening 

After a hot shower it was time to party. There was a 
private banquet dinner at the Best Western casino, 
with lots of toasts and bragging. After a few more 
toasts, it was confession time. 

There were 43 admitted crashes that resulted in sev- 
eral broken toes, two broken ribs, one dislocated 
thumb, one broken ankle, and one pulled neck mus- 
cle. 

There were only two tow jobs in 33,000 motorcycle 
miles on some very bad roads! 

There were 13 admissions of numerous aches and 
pains, monkey butt, and blistered hands. 

After all that, plus 13 days in the same old boots and 
helmet, every one concluded that this was the ride of 
a lifetime and everyone had their fun meter pegged. 

Day 14 - Home 

A private shuttle bus to the Spokane airport left at 
7:00 a.m., and by noon everyone was on a flight 
home. It would take two more days to haul the bikes 
and gear bags back to the L.A. area, 11 bikes on a car 
trailer, and three in the pickup. 

What's next? 

Jerry and Dave are planning to go to Idaho in July of 
Y2K and scout for more single track and jeep roads to 
bypass gravel log truck roads, and move the lunch on 
day 12 closer to the middle of that day. Then the "New 
and Improved" Mexico to Canada tour will be ready 
for a new group of adventures! Ф 











PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


Product Evaluation 


It's hard to make anything new and exciting in chains and sprockets, but Sidewinder's done it again! 


М: Krause of Sidewinder summed up his reasoning behind this new product as 
simply as he could. "Basically, we've had great success with our stainless 
steel sprockets, so | took it to the obvious conclusion and decided to create a 
stainless steel chain. Why? Because we want to sell chains and sprockets to 
everyone, and there's a lot of competition out there," Krause said. "How are you 
going to grab people if a dozen different companies are hotly competing with each 
other? l'II tell you how, you take the bit in your mouth and build something better 
than the rest of them." 

It was a phone conversation, and 
Krause had us interested. "Send us 
a piece of that chain, and let's see 
what it can do," we told him. He 
went on to explain its construction. 

"The side plates are made out of 

stainless. The pins and rollers are 

made out of chromoly steel. The 

chromoly is actually better for the | 

pins, it has less bending resistance 

than the stainless we could have 

used in its place. | wanted to make |. 

the rollers out of stainless as well, T 
but that would have taken the price 
over the top—it doesn't make sense 
to build a chain that nobody can 
afford to buy. Instead, we heat treat- 
ed the rollers and pins to a higher 
Rockwell index, a higher degree of f 
hardness. What we wound up with 
is a superior chain, with side plates 
that won't rust or wear, and pins 
and rollers that make the chain 
tougher than anything else we've 
ever manufactured, at a price that's 
maybe $20 higher than a standard 
chain, when the smoke clears." 

Okay, enough of the marketing 
hype. When the chain arrived we 
were struck first by the color of it, 
all silver rather than the anodized 
gold color we gotten used to on 
most chains. Cool looking. We 
combined with a new smaller 
countershaft sprocket and wrapped 
it all around the 52-tooth stainless . 
sprockets we'd had on the bike for 
the past four months. The rear 
sprocket showed areas between 
the teeth where the brushed finish 
had been smoothed down, but 
there was still no wear showing on 
the teeth, and no hooking at all. With it all adjusted to spec, we closed the garage 
and looked forward to the next ride. 

As it turned out, the next ride would be a real acid test. We've been having a very 
wet summer here in the northeast, and the next time the newly-shod bike was 
rolled out was for the Ridge Riders' dual sport, which was two days of rain and 
abrasive mud. Wonderful! We were a little nervous about riding on a new chain in 
this kind of weather, since the bad weather would accelerate the normal break-in 
time. After all, when the previous chain was put on this bike, it needed an adjust- 
ment after a half-day of riding, and that chain was a Sidewinder Gold. We expect- 


Quad-staked pins are new on the stainless chain, and add greatly to the overall strength. 


ed no less from the stainless chain, at least until it wore-in, and pledged to keep 
an eye on it. 

And we watched it, every time we stopped. Look down, make sure the counter- 
shaft nut was still on, flip the chain with a couple of fingers and see if it moved. 
Nothing. Every time we checked it, it looked the same. At the end of the day, it was 
still tight enough that it didn't deserve attention. This was strange. All new chains 
needed to be adjusted after a day of riding at most, and this one was still fine after 

a day in the mud! 

Okay, if that was the way it 
wanted to play, we'd play that 
way. The next day we started in 
the rain, without even toughing 
the chain with any lube. Rode all 
day, sometimes in a heavy down- 
pour, and ignore the chain for the 

See whole day. At the end of the ride, 
И the chain was just loose enough 
to be adjusted, about what a nor- 
| mal chain would need after a half- 
day of dry break-in. Still, we left it 
| alone, and rode another 20 miles 
in the sand the next weekend 
before we finally tightened the 
chain. How much? About a half- 
turn on the chain adjuster bolts. 
That's it. 

Well, that's the kind of perfor- 
mance that will make a believer 
out of you. We were already con- 
vinced about the longevity of the 
new Sidewinder stainless steel 
sprockets, after using one on a 
KTM 200 for a year Now 
Sidewinder has stainless steel 
chain, and from what we've seen 
in two weekends of riding, it's 
another winner. Keep in mind that, 
with chromoly pins and rollers 
you can still get rust on this chain, 
So it's just as necessary to lube 
it—the best time to lube it is right 
before you wash the bike (makes it 
harder to get water past the o- 
rings and into the important part 
of the chain), and the night before 
you ride it. Right after a ride is 
good too, since that's when the 
chain is at its warmest, but not if it 
was a wet ride. Give the chain a 
few days to dry out first (since if 

you lube a wet chain, you may be trapping water inside). 

The stainless steel gear costs more, that's the only drawback. But, if you get 
many times the life out of a stainless sprocket, does it really cost more? No, it 
costs less. The same goes for the stainless chain. If this chain lasts as long as it 
appears to, Krause has a bullet-proof combination on his hands. 

Sidewinder is offering package prices on sprocket and chain combinations, and 
we recommend the stainless steel wholeheartedly. Get in touch with Krause 
Racing/Sidewinder at 630-513-1000 and fine out how much it is for your bike. 
Whatever it is, it's worth it in the long run. % 











Bold New Iron 





Are you ready for this? 


үү here we go again. Yamaha has released the 
new YZ250F four stroke and all the old rules of 
order are going to have to be re-written. The 250F is 
a completely new animal in this zoo, and something 
the rest of the inhabitants are going to have to study 
closely to decide exactly how bikes are going to be 
built for the next decade or so. 

What's the big deal? Well, right off the bat there's 
two places where Yamaha has raised the bar on 
everybody else. First, the new YZF outputs power like 
nothing we've ever ridden before. When we first got 
on it, the word "roadracer" kept popping into this 
writer's head. When you first ride the bike it feels like 
there's no low-end power at all; everything happens in 
the midrange and top end, and the rev limit is some- 
thing like 13,500 rpm. The YZF loves to scream, and 
makes wheel-spinning horsepower while it's doing it. 

Secondly, Yamaha jumped on the Atkins Diet band- 
wagon in a big way with the YZF, and there are no 
carbohydrates packed onto this blue-skinned beast. 
Everything on it is new, thin and slim, and Yamaha 
brags that the YZF rolled off the boat one pound 
lighter than the two-stroke YZ250. A neighbor of 
ours, Mike Sigety, is a bike weighing freak, and he 
weighed one right off a dealer's floor. With all fluids 
on board but no gas in the tank, the YZ weighed in at 



















pounds. For a four- 
stroke, this kind of weight puts the 
bike into the spooky-light category, and 
the practical result of all this weight loss is a 
machine that can be flicked around like a 125cc 
motocrosser. 

It's an exceptional bike, and like the YZ400F did a 
couple of years ago, the 250F is going to change the 
face of racing. In the short term, it’s going to revolu- 
tionize motocross, since the 250 four-strokes are 
legal for racing in the AMA 125cc two-stroke class— 
and don’t be surprised if the new Yamahas wind 
up dominating it. In the longer term, folks are 
going to be setting the YZ250F up for hare scram- 
bles and enduros, where they'll be eligible for 
250cc, Vet class, Senior class, and absolutely 
killing the Four-Stroke class. This is going to have 
=a a profound effect on the European manufacturers, 
3 since KTM, Husaberg and Husqvarna have been 
campaigning 250cc enduro strokers overseas, 
some based on existing sleeved-down 400cc 
bikes. Without a complete chassis remake and 
serious weight control, these bikes will feel pon- 
1 derous compared to the new Yamaha.. 

YZ250F features 

The YZ250F uses all the well-known Yamaha 
chassis features—it comes with Kayaba inverted 
forks, a Kayaba shock, all the adjustments and 
perks. The frame, of course, is completely new, 
and it’s easy to see that the chassis tubing is 
smaller and probably thinner than the YZ250 two- 
stroke tubing. This is obviously where they saved 
some weight. The bike feels short and small to 
ride, but dimensionally the numbers are the same 
as the YZ426F, which feels huge by comparison, 
3 with the exception of the wheelbase, which is six 
tenths of a inch shorter on the 250. The 250 also 

has two tenths of an inch more ground clearance. 
|! Where the differences really come out is in the 
„ы engine. We're told that there аге no common 


What're we going to do with it? The new 
Yamaha is already proving itself a capable 
motocrosser, but we'll bet it's just as much fun 
with a headlight on it. 







parts between the YZ250F and the YZ426F other than 
maybe some bolts, and it's easy to believe. Both 
engines share the same compression ratio, 12.5 to 1, 
but the YZ250F takes a radical departure from 
normal four-stroke specs with its bore and 
Ww stroke. Short and fat is the best way to 
describe it, with a fairly big 77mm bore 
and a fairly short 53.6mm stroke. For compar- 
ison's sake, almost every other small four- 
stroke uses a stroke of about 60mm 
(Honda XR 59.5mm, Kawasaki 
KLX300 61.2mm), so this is one rea- 
son why the YZ revs so high. 

Also helping out is a five-valve head, 
with five titanium valves as stock 
parts. This is some trick stuff, and 
though there's nothing to compare the 
250 engine to, we could feel the difference 
between the '00 WR400 and the '01 
WR426 we were riding in California. The new titanium 
valve head allows the engine to rev quicker and it 
even seems to run smoother. The switch to titanium 
valves was to reduce the valve weight by about 40 
percent, and with it Yamaha could decrease the valve 





оке It's also going to be a good enduro bike for the 


н right on the YZ). The YZ also | 


spring weight to complement the change. Not having 
to push heavy valves against stiff springs makes a 
huge difference in performance. 

How it works 

Get on the 250F with the expectation of being served 
up gobs of torque off the bottom of the rev range and 
you're going to be very disappointed. Like the trend 
started with the Husaberg four-stroke, the 250F has a 
power band that is going to be described by the 
majority of the media as "peaky." The same was said 
about Husabergs a few years back, along with the 
warning that they were unsuitable for enduro and trail 
riding work. To this we'll say you shouldn't believe all 
you hear, of course, and for reference we'll point you 
toward friends of ours who happily use their 
Husabergs as dual sport bikes. 

There's no doubt the YZ250F feels flat off the bot- 
tom, but there is just enough torque down there to get 
the job done. In return for giving up arm-yanking 
torque from zero you'll be rewarded with a midrange 
kick in the butt that is outrageous for a 250 thumper, 
and top end power that never seems to quit. It's a 
powerband that is totally new to all of us, and some- 
thing most riders will have to spend a few hours get- 
ting used to. 

Of course, while happy at f 
nerve tinging engine speeds, 
the YZF is still a four-stroke, 
and it still puts out more bot- 
tom end torque than a 125 
motocrosser. The difference is | 
it works better at high revs. | 
The YZF is perfectly comfort- 
able at 9,000 or 10,000 rpm, 
and if you were to ride your 
426 (or any other big four- 
stroke) at that kind of spin 
you'd be having plenty of 

adventures on the trail. The 

250 feels great being buzzed like this, but the feel is 

not at all four-stroke like, since the bike is spinning 

through things rather than torqing over it. 

What it feels like is a 125cc motocrosser, and this 
isn't much of a coincidence since it was built as a 
125cc class killer. The AMA says that a 250 four- 
stroke is legal for AMA 125cc motocross class com- 
petition. At least they say that now. We expect a 
reversal of this rule once the YZ starts winning every 
motocross it enters. 

Handling wise the YZ is very different, once again, 
than your usual four-stroke. It feels short and 
motocross-like (of course), and it changes direction 
in an eyeblink. The light weight allows you to throw 

| it around like a toy, and it jumps—as you can see by 
our photos—like a freestyle bike. We also did a little 
trail riding with it, and it feels good off-road, 
although the suspension will beat you up if you don't 
ride it like a madman. 
What about off-roading it? 
Okay, it’s going to make a great hare scrambles 


right kind of rider, although , 
you'll be limited by the lack of 2 
a lighting coil and will proba- 
bly want a little more flywheel 
weight to make the bike more 
agreeable in the tight stuff 
(although we hear the 
WR250F ignition should bolt 


has a very close ratio five- 
speed gearbox that might not 
be tall enough for off-road 
work, and it uses a 19-inch 


The Once Over: 2001 Yamaha Motocrossers 
D'^ our recent West Coast tour, the TR mobile test crew was afforded the opportunity to swing a leg 
over Yamaha's new two-stroke motocross bikes, the YZ125 and YZ250. While neither bike has undergone 

a major overhaul for '01, refinements to these class-leading mounts will surely go a long ways toward keep- 
ing them on top. Here's a quick look at where the tweaking's been 
done and our seat of the pants impressions. 
Light Might: 2001 Ү2125 

It's been a little bit better than a year since we spent significant time 
aboard a YZ125 in the woods, however, our crystal clear recollection 
of that machine (on which we had some pretty decent finishes local- $ 
ly) closely mirrors our short term impressions of the new iron. Those 
conclusions continue to maintain that the YZ125 is a nimble, light 
turning platform wrapped around a potent tiddler class mill. 

Changes for the '01 model include a revised head design with an | 
expanded water jacket for better cooling efficiency and internal revi- | 
sions to the power valve. However, according to Yamaha, the change | 
that makes the greatest impact on engine performance is the switch 
to a new Keihin 38mm power jet carb with an electronic throttle posi- 
tion sensor (TPS). The "electronic" Keihin carby sends signals to the 
bike's CDI brain box, permitting the ignition to optimize timing in 
accordance with engine speed, throttle position and load. The result 
is a motor that runs strong throughout the RPM range completely 
devoid of flat spots. 






















Across the board Yamaha's off- 
road line has seen their respective 
chassis put on a major diet through & 
changes in material and design to 
| the swingarm and frame. Basically speaking, newer high tensile materials, 
alloy steel in the frame and aluminum alloy in the swingarm, have allowed 
various members to be downsized, reducing weight while maintaining 
strength. Ergonomically, the alloy subframe has been redesigned to permit 
the use of a flatter saddle that's lower in the rear. 

Of course, no new model would be complete without the requisite changes 
M in the suspension department. The YZ125 gets minor changes to the front 
| suspension (valving and bottoming resistance) to the Kayaba 46mm fork , 
while the Kayaba shock changed its lower mounting pivot from a heim (ball 
and socket) type joint to a needle bearing. This should improving maintain- 
ability and decrease the cost of replacement. 

The final major change mechanically is a revised Nissin stopper up front consisting of a newly designed 
front master cylinder and floating front brake rotor. The front disc diameter is boosted by 5mm from 245 to 
250 (change applicable all models) and the master cylinder has a modified lever ratio for better feel and sim- 
plified lever position adjustment. The carryover brake caliper is , 
mated to a new caliper carrier to accommodate the bigger rotor. 

Cosmetically, the fine looking "Yamaha blue" plastic is graced 
with updated graphics and a new two tone seat cover, which is 
really the easiest means of differentiating the '01 model from ear- 
lier years. All full size YZs continue to come shod with quality 
components including Takasago Excel rims, Dunlop 739 tires 
front and rear, a DID 520 (non O-ring) drive chain and alloy sub- 
frame. The YZ125 also retains a six speed tranny for the 125, 
resisting the temptation to drop a cog as some other manufactur- 
ers have. 

With all these goodies, the YZ125 remains a choice woods 
mount and one of our favorite “off-road MXers". It’s solidly con- 
structed, having proven its constitution and competitiveness as a 
consistent winner at the professional level for some five years 
now. The '01 YZ125 is a perfect "ditto" to that legacy. 
Benchmark Blue: 2001 YZ250 

Regarding the YZ250, we supplemented our time on the track in 
California with some local trail riding right here in South Jersey. 
While the engine in the '01 YZ250 is in its third year of production after a 
major overhaul in '99, there are a plethora of revisions to motor internals, 
enough to label it a considerably different motor. Performance wise, 
changes manifest themselves in a more subtle manner, the most notable 
being that the engine just seems to come on a bit stronger with a bigger hit 
low in the power band. The front ends lofts easily, with or without the 
clutch, even on loose, slippery, leaf-covered trails, conditions where the 
stock Dunlop meats wouldn't be optimal. Cranking around a watered, trac- 
tion-rich outdoor MX circuit, the YZ250 will stick through turns or launch 
at will, except when the pilot gets a little too overzealous with the right 
hand. 

A laundry list of engine changes contribute to enhanced engine perfor- 
mance. They include a redesigned higher compression cylinder head with 
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rear wheel and doesn't come with an o-ring chain. 

Even so, we expect the YZ250F to make an excellent 
off-road bike for anyone willing to make a few conces- 
sions. Definitely you'll have to re-valve the suspension, 
since the YZ has a full MX suspension that really isn't 
very happy in the rocks (it loves whoopdedos and 
jumps, though). 

Why not wait for the WR250F? 

Well, the WR250F is on the way, and we expect to be 
riding it about the time you get this issue. We have high 
expectations for the WR, but traditionally the “enduro” 
versions of these bikes suffer somewhat. We're sure 
the WR will be 11 or 12 pounds heavier, minimum. Add Ё 
to that maybe an ignition that's much fatter and slower- 
revving, and possibly different forks and shock. It will 


also have a more trail-oriented wide ratio transmission. We expect the WR250 to be a great 
trail bike and enduro bike, but if you want a full-race four-stroke for your off-roading, we'd rec- 


ommend getting a YZ right now and converting it. 


What's the bottom line? This is a ground-breaking bike that is going to sell like hot apple pie 
at a PTA bake sale. Thousands of people are going to start motocrossing it, even before they 
understand why they're doing it, and hundreds more are going to convert the YZ to an off-road 


bike. And you know what? We'll bet every one of them is happy. % 
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a reduced combustion chamber volume. This 
nets a compression ratio boost, reportedly 
ee; raised from 8.8 to 9.1. There's a newly 

3» designed cylinder as well (with widened scav- 
= enging ports) and a new pipe to go with it. 
= Not to be left out, there's a new lighter piston 
Ё used in conjunction with a 2.5mm shorter 
piston pin and a new crank assembly, 
sea designed for lighter weight without sacrificing 

а strength. Like the YZ125, the Ү2250 also gets 
= the Keihin PWK38 power jet carby and its 
associated electronic bells and whistles. 
= Together, all of these updates contribute to 
8 make the '01 YZ250 engine a faster revving 
beast with better low end grunt and high RPM 
3 run-out. 

Again, like other '01 Yamahas, the YZ250 
sees a considerable number of changes 
| aimed squarely at reducing weight. There are 
$9 chassis changes similar to the YZ125 with 

Я new lighter frame and components. On the 
A motor, a magnesium clutch cover replaces 

! the old aluminum alloy unit and saves 100 
MS grams of weight, while the five speed cog box 
boasts a redesigned shift drum, lightened by 
enlarging cutouts and eliminating unneeded 
= material. Most other motor changes (piston, 

* crank, etc.) also resulted in tangible weight 


savings. This is good, something that could be most easily felt after a 


long day in the saddle. 
Rounding out the quarter liter Yamaha are suspension changes simi- 


lar to those noted above for the Ү2125 (different valving of course), sim- 


ilar graphic updates, as well as the same new front braking system. All 
in all the 01 YZ250 is poised to be your weapon of choice, whether your 
mission is air assault (ugh!) or trudging through swamps of standing 


pond scum (yum!). Obviously, we'll opt for the latter. Tally ho! 
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WE'VE GOT YOUR BIKE COVERED 


Barclamp Stabilizer Package $375.00 
Includes two position barclamp/weld оп 
post/GPR Stabilizer 


Protect 
Your 


Investment 


3/8" w/Adapter $64.95 (shown) 
1/4" bolt on $29.95 i 


Billet Chain Guide guards & rear disc guard 
shark fins are built to withstand any amount of 
punishment you can dish out. 

Available for most models inluding 80's 


Guard only $44.95 
Guard with rub blocks 


$54.95 (shown) 


Tripleclamp stabilizer package for $450 
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Tripleclamp only $174.95 
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ECEA/Moose Offroad Hare Scrambles Series Final 





Meteor's former GNCC venue closes off the ECEA season 


Manahawkin, NJ 11/19 
М: Motorcycle Club's down-the-shore hare 
scrambles location is now a familiar spot for all 
the ECEA racer. Used as a Grand National Cross 
Country tour destination for two years, the area is 
known for wide-open soft sand gravel pit riding and 
a little bit of tight woods. The trails were cleaned up 
after last year's event, and Meteor spent some time 
with heavy equipment in the main part of the sand 
pit grooming the fast stuff to suit their fancy. 
It's a confounding place to race, when it comes 
down to it. The dirt there is orange, just like your 
basic fill-dirt, but it's soft as beach sand to motorcy- 





Post-race endorphins: Dengler and Lafferty catch 
their breath and swap lies after the two-hour race. 


cle tires. Good sand tires and an aggressive attitude 
on the throttle will help keep you upright; get for- 
ward and back off the gas and you'll be lucky if you 
don't splatter right down the hills. For the most part 
the course was fast, except for some well-estab- 
lished bumps in a low reedy section, and the afore- 
mentioned tight trails—which aren't really tight by 
New Jersey standards. It sure does look tight if 
you're trying to go fast in it! 

The frosty morning started out with two Youth 
races, a two mile course for the little guys, and a lit- 
tle bit longer course for the bigger guys. Nobody got 
lost, and everybody appeared to have fun. The 
favorite spectator point was the concession trailer, 
where coffee and hot cocoa was flowing freely! 

The big interest was in the main event, however, 
and riders were filing in all morning for the 11:00 
start. This event was former ECEA hare scrambles 
champion Fred Hoess' last chance to grab the glory 
once again, although it was a long shot. Following 
the last round of the series, Kevin Bennett was in the 
points lead, with Hoess about 20 points behind and 
B&B's Craig Shenigo back maybe 22 points. Either 
Shenigo or Hoess could win the series, as long as 
they won the overall and Bennett finished out of the 
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Mike Lafferty kept the lead for the majority of the 
race, and floored it for the won on the last two laps. 


iP vaian: 


points. It was a long shot, but it was a shot. 

Meteor didn't make it any easier, by offering a 
$1000 purse to the overall winner. This kind of 
money brings the competition out of the woods, and 
among the fast guys on hand this morning were 
national enduro champion Mike Lafferty (KTM), 
GNCC rider Aaron Kopp (Suz), and Joel Dengler, 
appearing on a new Suzuki ride. Add a number of 
regional motocrossers and the usual complement of 
ECEA heavies itching for one ,last ride before the 
season Closes up, and you get some fierce competi- 


C 0-249 
1. Bill Pennett 


NJ State Championship 
Top 10 riders (laps) 





tion. 

There wasn’t much question about who was in 
shape and ready to make a statement this day, when 
Mike Lafferty got off the line hard and fast on his 
250, and proceeded to set the fast lap time. Joel 
Dengler got out there with him, and soon the two 
were tearing up the track out in the lead, setting 16 
minute lap times over the nine-mile course and 
pulling away from everyone else. 

Hoess did his best to attack the front positions, 
but bad luck found him when his clutch cable 
popped out of the actuation arm, leaving him with 
no clutch in a place where you needed it, and he lost 





Dengler was showing good style on his new Suzuki, 
but suffered with a non quick-fill tank. 


Seniors 
1. Phillip Carlin 


Quads 2-stroke 
1. John Madrachimov 


1. Michael Lafferty 
2. Joel Dengler 

3. Lee Rostein 

4. Kevin Bennett 

5. Steve Pfeffer 

6. Fred Hoess 

7. Phillip Carlin 

8. Steve Larkin 

9. Terry Tucker 

10. Thomas Britton 
А 0-249 

1. Kevin Bennett 
2. Michael Berenbak 
3. Brian Carden 

4. Brian Smith 

5. Dave Sharpe 

B 0-249 

1. Patrick Doyle 

2. Bill King 

3. Rob Trout 

4. Frank Lupperger 
5. Charlie Fisher 
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2. Jon Decamp 
3. Nick Spano 
4. Chris Britton 
5. Jeff Weiss 
Vet 

1. Bill Hess 

2. Phil Cassot 
3. Mike Dolecek 
4. Jim Franks 
5. Larry Silvia 
Super Senior 


1. Scott Wolfersberger 


2. Jack Lafferty 

3. Rich Trader 

4. Rocco Spano 
5. John Melniczuk 
Youth 10-to-11 

1. Aaron Diamond 
2. Michael Soudas 
3. Daniel Collamen 
4. Joe Ennis 

5. Nick Kafe 


2. Kirns Butter 

3. Curtis Forrester 
4. Scott Giardina 
5. David Kyte 

A 250-up 

1. Michael Lafferty 
2. Joel Dengler 

3. Lee Rostein 

4. Steve Pfeffer 

5. Fred Hoess 

B 250-up 

1. Michael Melniczuk 
2. Fred Baxter 

3. Rob Converse 
4. Jeff Roma 

5. Mark Ficher 

C 250 up 

1. TJ. Cacacie 

2. Geoff Christmas 
3. Robert j. Bottelli 
4. Tim Mauro 

5. Dave Hippensteel 





2. Terry Tucker 

3. Chuck Sullivan 
4. Chuck Mair 

5. Eric Kellmer 
Four Stroke 

1. Scott Devecchio 
2. Doug Groff 

3. Greg Davies 

4. Rob Comber 

5. Mark Steitz 
Youth 12-to-15 

1. Jesse Festenstine 
2. Ryan Mcgaha 
3. Marc Leo Grande 
4. Sergio Delviaio 
5. Wallace Palmer 
Quads 4-Stroke 

1. Michael Kyte 

2. Dan Mcguire 

3. Robert Cornish 
4. Jason Anderson 
5. Scott Debreu 








Stefan Merriman 
“Thumps” the World 
aboard а TEAOO. | 

The first 4-stroke to win 
the ISDE in 30 years. 


Anders Eriksson 
takes 3rd overall and 
wins the 500 class 
on the Husky TE570. 
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Separate Yourself From the Pack. 





time stopping to get the cable back in. Motocrosser 
Lee Rostein jumped ahead of Hoess to chase the 
lead duo, although from fairly well back, and Bennett 
was circulating in a safe position four or five places 
back from the leaders. The laps were going by fast 
and it was hard to keep the positions straight when 
the leaders jumped in with the lappers. 

It wasn't hard to spot Lafferty and Dengler, howev- 
er. Three laps from the end they were out front, set- 
ting a blazing pace but riding together like a couple 
of guys having fun in a training session. Coming 
through the sand pit motocross section Dengler was 
leading with Lafferty right behind, when Dengler 
made a miscalculation and laid his Suzuki down. 
That was all Lafferty needed to put his factory KTM 
into overdrive, and he took off. "| thought for a 
minute about ‘should | wait for him?” Lafferty told 
us, "but then | thought about the thousand bucks 
and just floored it." Although Dengler was up and 
after him in just a few seconds, the crash opened up 
a gap that wouldn't go away, and on the last lap 
Dengler ran out of fuel on his new bike, and had to 
get some from a spectator while he watched Lafferty 
head for the checkers. The two had pulled enough of 
a lead that Dengler still easily made it in for second, 
with Rostein third, Bennett fourth, and Steve Pfeffer 
(Kaw) finishing up fifth overall. 

Hoess finished in sixth, a noble effort but not 
enough to get past Bennett, and by the end of the day 
it was looking unofficially like Bennett had taken the 
series championship. 

Bennett, riding a CR125, was credited with the A 0- 
249cc class win, while Lafferty and the rest shared 
honors in the A 250-up class. Bill Hess won the Vet 
class, while Phil Carlin took top honors in the Senior 
class. Scott Devecchio was the top Four Stroke rider, 
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Brian Garrahan must have lost some weight... 


while Scott Wolfersberger was once again in the top 
spot of the Super Senior class. The small-bore B 
class went to Patrick Doyle, while the 250-Open B 
class was the property of Michael Melniczuk. Top C 
class finishers included Bill Pennett in the light- 
weight C class, and T.J. Cacacie in the heavyweight 
class. 

It was the end of November, and things never real- 
ly warmed up enough for serious socializing after- 
wards, but it was a great race and a fitting end to a 
long season. See you all at the banquet! # 





G.E.S. CYCLE 
SUPPLY 


(Н) Husqvarna 


Dual Sports and 
Super Motards 
in stock! 


Financing Available 
OPEN 6 DAYS - CLOSED SUNDAY 


(570)992-4993 


OLDRT.115 
SAYLORSBURG, PA 18353 








Why is Cliff's Cycles the #1 dealer 
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the parts, and the experience. 
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n a time of five and six 
thousand dollar sticker 
prices for new dirt bikes, going the 
used bike route is not only a matter sani- 
ty, but necessity for anyone who also juggles 
priorities that may include a family, mortgage, 
tuition, basic transportation or even food. It's no 
secret that messing with second-hand iron has its 
perils, most often of the "ticking time bomb" variety. 
This | can deal with. However, | recently endured a 
used bike saga of a completely different nature, one 
that was (naturally) totally pre- 
ventable, but nonetheless every bit 
as frustrating and costly. There's a 
single moral to the story that fol- 
lows, and that is, know what 
you're dealing with. And, when it 
comes to dealing with motorcy- 
cles, that means becoming familiar 
with your Vehicle Identification 
Number (VIN), and to a lesser | 
extent the engine motor number. 
But before | launch into that les- 
Son, first a little anecdote from the 
encyclopedia of hard knocks. 

My son Drew is of the age (14) 
that he has started to hook into his 
own group of neighborhood riding buddies, a sorry 
cast of characters riding just about anything with two 
wheels that stands half a chance of making it home 
under its own power. We live in a rural area, and this 
coming of age is easy to relate to. 

One of his buds recently procured a well-used '98 
KX100 and proceeded to seize the motor within about 
ten minutes of use. Someone suggested that premix 
oil might have been the cause (read: lack thereof), 
however, that's another story. The bottom line is that 
the KX was seized and a simple top end rebuild was 
nothing that | couldn't handle with minimal effort. 
Plus, the boys could watch and perhaps learn for 
themselves. Sounds easy, right? So, | volunteered. 

Unfortunately, after taking on the project and disas- 
sembling the motor, | was stunned to learn that it 
wasn't a top end seizure, but in fact a crank (rod big 
end) seizure. My efforts associated with this seem- 
ingly simple project had all of a sudden quadrupled. 
However, | was already committed and splitting the 
cases and slapping in a rebuilt crank shouldn't be too 
much trouble, now should it? Ha! 

| made a deal with the boy's dad to procure all of the 
needed parts (the only right decision | made). He 
promptly went out and got a shop manual, rod kit, 
fresh top end, and all of the accompanying seals and 
gaskets for our '98 patient. Upon receipt of the parts, 
he then had a local Kawasaki shop re-assemble the 
crank, which they did quite nicely for $50. It was now 
my turn to put everything back together. 

To make a long story short, | repeatedly tried to 
reassemble the bottom end without success. Each 
time it appeared that the crank bearings weren't seat- 
ing fully no matter how | tried. The case halves 
refused to go together, a recurring eighth-inch gap 
preventing full and proper seating of the case halves. 
Finally (read: some days later), we collected up the 





TrailRider Toolbox 
by Mark Uth 


bits of broken rod and 
compared them to the 
rod currently residing 
on the crank. Lo and 
behold, even without 
calipers anyone could 
see that the thickness of 
the new rod's big end 
was (duh) about an 
eighth-inch wider than 
the one removed. 


1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 


Year 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
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First reaction: those 
#%(@!7!#% parts guys gave us 
the wrong rod kit, and there's 
going to be hell to pay! Well, not 
exactly. Wisely, the parts suppli- 
er asked for the engine identifi- 
cation number and properly 
identified our engine as the one 
installed in “95-97 KX100 mod- 
els. | subsequently checked the 


There's a world of information 
inside that VIN number. All you 
need to know is the code. 


Нісһ-Оиіри 8 
р Off-road {2 
lighting 
and stator 
jj Rewinding 
@ (2-stroke 


lighting, wiring harness, reg 11 


Tator/rectifier, 5 switch: Tàssem- 5 
> blies, laser cut brackery, Ni- 33 
/ Саа battery, electric horn, = 
„Jand detailed instructions. * 
H (4.0 to 7.0 Ibs.). $365 - $460; 
partial kits and custom cp 
y figurations available. 3 
Street legal Conversion Kits fo 
Hondas, Kawasakis, Yamahas, 
һ5игик, KTMs, and Шы 





Motorcycle VIN Model Year Abbreviation (tenth VIN position) 
Code 





Basic (VIN) Information 


VIN on the steering 
stem and confirmed 
that what we had was a 
'97 model. Adding 
insult to injury, we got a 
lecture (in a nice tone) 
from the parts supplier 
who mused about how 
different the '97 and '98 
models were. 
Fortunately, they also 
agreed to exchange '98 
parts for the needed '97 ones. 

By now the theme of our story is apparent. Check 
the VIN and/or engine number before beginning work, 
ordering parts, or perhaps even purchasing any used 
steed of unknown origin. This is the only sure way of 
knowing what you're dealing with. With vintage sleds, 
you should probably check the motor too, as many 
brands (old Huskys come to mind) permitted engines 
to be swapped among similar frames. Mix and match 
engines and frames can really be a challenge. 

Fortunately, VIN numbers were standardized about 
20 years ago, and consist of a 17 digit alpha-numer- 
ic number that provides a host of information, includ- 
ing the manufacturer, country of manufacture, plant, 


2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 
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model, model year of manufacturer, etc., as well as 
the sequential production series number, for those 
interested in collector's bikes. This 17 digit monster is 
broken down into individual slots and/or groups of 
numbers that address specific information. The first 
three digits identify the origin of the vehicle. More 
specifically, the first character identifies country of 
manufacture, the second identifies the manufacturer 
itself, the third reserved for vehicle type or manufac- 
turing division. You'll note that the VIN numbers of 
Honda, Suzuki, Kawasaki and Yamaha motorcycles all 
begin with the letter J, the designation for Japan as 
the country of manufacture. Similarly, Husky or TM 
VINs begin with the letter Z, the code for Italy. 

VIN digits four through eight are reserved for spec- 
ifying model. Abbreviations here vary from manufac- 
turer to manufacturer, however, some simply use the 
common model name, such as CR250. The ninth digit 
is referred to as a "check digit" which is basically used 
as a VIN authenticity check, but doesn't provide any 
model info. Finally the 10 digit, perhaps the most 
important in our case, designates model year. Years 
are abbreviated by a single letter (or number) as list- 
ed in the accompanying table. 

The VIN’s 11th digit designates the factory of man- 
ufacture, while the 12th through 17th digits are essen- 
tially the “serial number,” the sequential production 
number for the model. 

Other than about a month of wasted time and the 
cost of an extra crank rebuilding, our loss was pretty 
much restricted to the “bruised ego” category. With 
the proper rod kit installed, the little KX mill’s bottom 
end went together easily and now runs quite smartly. 
And the whole affair afforded us the opportunity to 
delve into the exciting world of motorcycle VINs. 
Another case of all’s well that ends well. % 
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SETRA Enduro Series by Kenneth King 


SOUTHERN STYLE 


Orange State Enduro 
Round 6, Brooksville, FL 10/22 
, 6 in the SETRA enduro series carried riders 
all the way down to the Croome ORV Park in 
Brooksville, Florida, just north of Tampa. The Orange 
State enduro was put on by the Suncoast Trailriders, 
it was a co-sanctioned event with the Florida Trail 
Riders Association. The race is different from other 
Florida enduros, this one has rocks and hills. Part of 
the course runs through an old limestone quarry and 
those sections are usually the 
highlight of the race. 

Of course, for all the diehard 
sand riders there is plenty of that. 
And where there is sand there are 
whoops. And there was more than 
enough here. The sand in this part # 
of Florida is the deep horsepower- 
robbing variety, the kind that virtu- 
ally stops you іп the turns. If all Ж 
this wasn't enough to give the rac- 5% 
ers a challenge, it was extremely 
dusty, like riding into a dense 
white fog most of the day. 

Past enduros here have been № 
good, this has been Enduro Of The 
Year in FTR several times. This % 
year there seemed to be a lot of jit 
grumbling in the pits after the 
race. Some were not happy with 
the check placement. There was 
miles of excellent trail with no 
check-out, then the resets were | 
very short or just not at all. The 
heat and extreme dust played a 
part. Had there been rain and no 
dust, riders would have enjoyed it 
more. 

The AA class was full of the SETRA fast guys. Three 
time FTR enduro champ Ashley Brewer was there to 
try and give some sand riding lessons. SETRA champ 
Allen Gravitt, riding his customary 200, was on hand, 
as was Michael Grizzle on his Husaberg and Round 5 
winner Rod Stuckey on his KX250, not to forget KTM 
200 riders Tommy Veator and Doug Masencup. Newly 
promoted AA rider Mitch McRee would be trying his 
new KTM 520 out in the sand as well. 

This is an enduro where once the race starts, you 
never see a road, you don't even cross many. Just 
miles and miles of dense scrub, whooped-out trail 
and pine thickets, 70 miles of it. Ten checks were 
used, in most sections riders were checked in and 
out. This race gets the award for the best-dressed 
check crew or should | say undressed. Imagine a 
check ran by six or seven young ladies all in bikinis, it 
made you want to do the section again just to get 
checked twice. The sections were long and there were 
good tight points-taking stuff then fast stuff for you to 
catch back up. It kept the points low and very close. 

In the first section riders were checked in and out, 
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Allen Gravitt is never going to cruise through a SETRA season, and he took 
his third win this season at the Gobbler Getter. 


One for Veator, and another for Gravitt 


all the AAs dropped two points except McRee who 
just missed a two by seconds. Up next was the lime- 
stone pit. Open woods, up and down sandy hills, scat- 
tered rocks, good fun stuff. Once again it was close. 
Gravitt, Veator, Brewer, Masencup and Grizzle all 
dropped two. Stuckey and McRee dropped three. 
There was a rest then a few miles of trail and the biki- 
ni check. Placement here was tricky and caught a few 
riders early. Sandy whooped-out trail followed, miles 
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This is just about all we saw of Tommy Veator, as he 
ran off to win the Orange State enduro. 


of it with no out-check. Riders were grumbling. 
Another section before the gas with a check just 
before. An easy zero for the AAs. 

At the gas and halfway point it was a five way tie 
between Veator, Gravitt, Grizzle, Brewer, and 
Masencup, all with a four. The second half was 
tougher. Longer sections, more whoops, more dust, 
and temps in the 80s bumped the lost points up. The 
first section after the gas was the toughest of the 
race. Here Veator, on his 200, and Masencup, also on 
a 200, set the fast time, dropping seven points. The 
remaining AAs dropped eight. At the next in-check, 
Stuckey got burned a minute, costing him two and a 
chance for a win. 

At the check-out things would take a turn with 
Brewer and Gravitt setting the fast time of just a 
minute down, twos for everyone else. The remaining 
trail was fast stuff, making for an easy zero at check 
10. When the scores were posted it looked like a four 
way tie between Gravitt, Brewer, Masencup and 
Veator, all with a 13. Grizzle dropped 14, McRee 16, 
and Stuckey 17. Calculations were done, tiebreaker 
times were checked and Tommy Veator was declared 
the winner followed by Doug Masencup, then Allen 
Gravitt for third. 
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Gobbler Getter Enduro 

Round 7, Mapplesville, AL 11/5 

В: 7, the Gobbler Getter enduro is always one 
of the toughest events on the SETRA calendar. 





Michael Grizzle is still doing his Husaberg proud, 
with top finishes at both enduros this month. 


Held outside the small town of 
Mapplesville, Alabama, the area has it 
all. Hills, rocks, an abundant supply of 
roots and brutally tight trail. Glenn 
Hollingshead and Royce Wyatt of the 
Perry Mountain M.C. know what it 
takes to put on a first class event, and 
this is it. This was a dual sanctioned 
race with SERA. (Southern Enduro 
Riders Association) It was the final 
round in their series. The AA class was 
packed with talent from both series, 
and with 13 riders, it was a large class. 
Eight SETRA riders and five SERA. 

Hollingshead believes the fastest rid- 
ers should win the race, so check- 
in/check-out is the standard here. You 
don't ride hot in Alabama! He has also 
been known to throw a tricky check in 
here or there just to keep you on your 
toes. This year's race was right at 60 
miles of trail. In the past it has been as 
high as 90, but Glenn has tamed it 
down at bit, most riders have to get up 
and go to work on Monday. The 
weather was perfect and trail condi- 
tions were excellent. 

The first section was 7.5 miles long, 
and 50 yards from the start the tight 
stuff began. This time spectators got 


to watch riders thread 30-inch bars through 25-inch 
trees. Then you crossed under a road through a 
drainage culvert, with a pretty low ceiling...well, so 
much for those custom painted helmets. Luckily the 
trail opened up a bit and gave you a chance to get 
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Orange State Enduro 
Class Reults 
Overall Champion 
Tommy Veator 

AA 

1. Doug Masencup 
2. Allen Gravitt 

A Open 

1. Joey Rowland 
2. Steve Hardeman 
3. Larry Griffin 

А 250 

1. Lee Stephens 
2. Sean Wallace 
3. Paul Seburn 

A 200 

1. Travis Hayes 

2. Russell Eply 

3. Mike Cox 

Four Stroke A 

1. Jimmy Vincent 
2. Donnie Brewer 
B Open 

1. Forrest Hardeman 
2. Scott Lamb 

3. Seth Lang 

B 250 

1. Wes Vineyard 

2. Kevin Green 

3. Anthony White 
B 200 

1. Steve Lewis 


2. Jerry Harbin 

3. Todd Holton 

B 125 

1. Jenni Lamb 

2. RC Kirkland 
Four Stroke B 

1. Mark Hutchinson 
2. Mike Shirley 

3. Peter Magee 

C Open 

1. John Fisher 

2. Denny Liegerot Jr. 
3. Jim Distenhaupt 
4. Bryan Williams 
C 250 

1. Patrick Jones 
2. Ted Lentz 

3. Ronnie Beatson 
C 200 

1. Heath Lee 

2. Bryan Henson 

3. Steve Alley 

4. Pete Smith 
Four Stroke C 

1. Chris Johnson 
2. Jason Gantt 

3. Aaron Dean 
Vet A 

1. Steve Henson 

2. Jonny Simpkins 
3. Chris Doran 

4. Richard Morabito 





Vet B 

1. Mike McLeod 

2. Randy Morgan 
3. Greg Darnell 
Vet C 

1. Stephen McDonald 
2. Greg Armour 

3. Duane Wellington 
Senior A 

1. Gary Williams 
2. Greg Tindell 

3. Frank Erickson 

4. Stanley Gantt 
Senior B 

1. Frank Campbell 
2. Pooner Powell 
3. Eddie Royals 
Senior C 

1. Randy Wilson 
2. Keith Smith 

3. Thomas McBride Jr 
Super Senior A 

1. Robert Neeley 
2. Frank Schoenbeck 
3. Darryl Moody 
Super Senior B 

1. Ricky Wheeler 
2. Gerald Jones 

3. Dave Norman 
Super Senior C 

1. David Moore 

2. Tom Flemming 


3. George Edwards 
Master A 

1. Johnny Thomas 
2. Lane Sheppard 
3. Fred Boxberger 
Master B 

1. Gates Pelletier 
2. Jimmy DuBose 
3. William Meradith 
Master C 

1. Kenny Hardee 

2. Frank Amos 

3. Jack Terrell 
Golden Masters 

1. Emmett Cox 

2. Richard Argabright 
3. Richard Smith 
Vintage 

1. Dave Arnett 
Super Vintage 

1. Kevin Hodge 

2. Rory Houlihan 
3. Blake Hodge 

4. Brian Lightfoot 
Sport Open 

1. Robert Mackin 
2. Ricky Hughes 
3. Jay McAuley 
Teams 

1. Apollo Blue 

2. Team Frog 

3. Apollo Gold 


warmed up. It was fast for a few miles but then got 
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EVALVES 
REBUILDS 


Patrick Timothy 


nice and tight just before the check. 

At the first check-out, SETRA's Allen Gravitt, the cur- 
rent champ, and runner up Michael Grizzle on his 501 
Husaberg, dropped four points each, as did SERA’s 
Stephen Reed and SETRA rider Stephen Edmondson. 





Edmondson changed from a Kawasaki 
KX250 to a KTM 200 for this season. 

After a brief reset it was on to a 
restart heading into a 10 miler. This 
section was a bit rockier with a lot of 
off-cambers and switchbacks mixed 
with short sections of eroded fire road 
connecting the tight stuff. Grizzle was 
the man here, lighting a fire under the 
big thumper and posting the fast time 
at the tiebreaker check with a 4:52. 
Next in line was Gravitt and his KTM 
200 with a 5:00, followed closely by 
Edmondson with a 5:06 then Reed at 
5:09. The section before the gas was 
short at five miles but caused a bit of 
confusion. It seems an error on the 
route sheet failed to mention some 
free time at the beginning of the trail. 
Some riders knew this and others did- 
n't, so the section had to be thrown 
out. The first half checked in at 35 trail 
miles. 

Three sections challenged the riders 
after the gas stop. The second half 
was 25 miles long and most of it was 
faster and used more clear cut and fire 
roads, all but the final section that is, 
it was tight and hilly. 

At the first check-out of the second 


half Gravitt set the pace with the fast time, dropping 


one point. Edmondson, Reed and Grizzle all posted a 
two point loss. Next came a seven mile section with a 
good mixture of woods trail and clear cut, maybe the 
most enjoyable trail of the race. Grizzle, Gravitt and 
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800-867-6721 


fax 860-537-8260 


At C Cycle Suspension, we recommend our sus- 
pension components, modifications and custom 
valving to make your bike perform at its best. 


* Anti-Bottoming Systems 
Prevents bottoming and 
allows for plusher valving 
and softer springs. 
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* High/Low Adjusters 
Allows for more com- 

4 & pression adjustment range 

Ж ) reducing deflection and 
improving plushness. 
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* Marzocchi 45 and 50 mm Cartridge Kits 
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Frank Schoenbeck was second Super Senior A at 
Orange State. 


Edmondson all managed a four point loss, with Reed 
dropping five. 

The final section was the longest at 12 miles and the 
gnarliest trail. The temperatures were higher and rid- 
ers were fatigued. Luckily water was supplied at most 
of the resets. There was a check-in, with a check in the 
middle then an out-check. After some good tight 
Alabama woods, Reed smoked the first check drop- 
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Gobbler Getter Enduro 
Class Results 


1. Wesley Wyatt КТМ 38 
2. David Croot Yam 46 
Overall Champion 3. Anthony Billbery Suz 50 

Allen Gravitt KTM26 Four Stroke В 

AA 1. Robert Ledford Suz 41 


1. Michael Grizzle  Hbg 26 2. Mark Hutchinson Suz 43 

2. Stephen Reed Yam 26 3. Bobby Ousley | Hon 65 
3. S. Edmondson КТМ 26 Ореп В 

200 А 1. Mike Bradshaw Үат 44 
1. Travis Hayes КТМ 35 2. Greg Walker 6-6 44 
2. David Crain G-G37 3. Forrest Hardeman KTM 47 
3. Carsten cagle Hus39 2000 

250 A 1. Ross Porter 48 

1. Chris McMillan Yam 32 2. Steve Alley Kaw 61 
2. Jason Moody КТМ 33 3. George Tolson 6-6 66 
3. Lee Stephens Kaw35 2500 

Ореп А 1. Matt Jones 50 

1. Dwight Rudder Hon 37  2.Trey Cail Hon 53 
2. Steve Hardeman KTM 38 3. Kevin Holt Yam 58 
3. Andy Barkley Hon47 = Open 0 

Four Stroke A 1. Wesley Porter Yam 45 
1. Jeff Harris КТМ 35  2.Creede Hashe КТМ 56 
2. Phillip Sims Yam 37 3. Chris Coleman КТМ 67 
3. Scott Miller Yam 41 Four Stroke C 

200 B 1. Jamie James Suz 56 

1. Frank Anello Yam 42 2. Michael Lafollette Yam 72 


2. Jeremiah WheelerHus 42 3. Jason Gantt Hon 73 
3. Michael Fraser КТМ 43 Class 66 
250 B 1. Tom Barr Hon ck4 















MID-SEASON BLOWOUT PRICES 


BLOW OUT DEALS 
on 2000 Huskys and Gas Gas! 
Call for a Great Deal! 
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WE HAVE ALL YOUR ACCESSORIES AT GREAT PRICES! 


"A rider who knows what riders want 


115 ROUTE 73 NORTH, BERLIN NJ 08091 


ping six points to Grizzle, Gravitt and Edmondson's 8. 
4.5 Miles led to the final check where Gravitt had the 
fast time by mere seconds, a 2:20. Grizzle was next 
with 2:44 then Edmondson at 2:55. Reed snuck in 
with a 2:59. When all the scores were added, it looked 
like a three way tie between Gravitt, Grizzle and Reed. 
All with a score of 26. A look at the tiebreakers gave 
the win to Gravitt, his third overall this season. Grizzle 
would have to settle for runner up honors and Reed 
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2. Ron Blais KTMck3 Super Senior A 

Master A 1. Robert Neeley КТМ 35 
1. Jim Ford G-G43 2.багу Goff Hus 42 
2. Robert Rocko 6-6 92 3. John Wade КТМ 44 
3. Ernest Lynch КТМ 109 Super Senior B 

Master B 1. Johnny Craft KTM 50 
1. Steve Stirewalt KTM56 2. Royce Wyatt KTM 56 
2. Robert Brendle КТМ 60 3. Larry McLellan КТМ 83 
3. Mike Thompson G-G62 Super Senior C 

Master C 1. David Goins Hon 62 
1. Kenny hardee КТМ 67 2. William Durham 75 

2. Sam Shaw Hon 139 3. Benny Hamby Кам 85 
3. Міке Adams КТМ 162  VetA 

Golden Master 1. Jimmy Ward G-G 36 
1. Bruce Triplett Kaw54 2.Тгепі Robinson Hon 39 
2. James Bransford KTM 81 3. Robert Morris ТМ 40 
3. Fisher Campbell Hon 87 VetB 

Senior A 1. Keith Hinsen Kaw 42 
1. Doug Deaton Kaw 29 2. Тот Farmer KTM 45 
2. Terry Hughes — Yam 30 3. Curtis Smith Yam 47 
3. Mike Barnes KTM38  VetC 

Senior B 1. Greg Armour Kaw 55 
1. Kenneth King КТМ 47 2. John Wilson KTM 65 
2. Eddie Royals KTM 47 3. Phil Kelly Hon 93 
3. Phil Ellis G-G50 Women 

Senior C 1. Laura Bussing G-G 88 
1. Johnny Futo КТМ 55  2.Erin Lachinger — ck 7 

2. Gary Overton КТМ 59 . 3.Lisa Schidlmeir ATKck4 
3. Anthony Lewis КТМ 59 


took third overall and top SERA rider. 

In the other classes, Chris McMillan won the 250 A 
class on a Yamaha with 32 points. Doug Deaton and 
Terry Hughes had a tight race in the Senior A class 
with Deaton taking the win over Hughes 29 to 30. 
Robbie Neely won the Super Senior A class on a KTM 
520. Jim Ford, on a Gas Gas, took the win in the 
Master A class with a 43. This year's race was chal- 
lenging and tough but still fun. 4 


4 "The Old West! NMA does a great job! | highly 
recommend this trip. A bargain! A guaranteed 
good time! Sure I'd do it again, & I'll enthusi- 
astically recommend it to you, right now." 


Paul Clipper, Trail Rider 

"Опе of the most enjoyable vacations I've ever 
had!" Nick Krupa, in Florida Trail Rider 

"A great week! A Motorcycle Adventure and a 
half!" Ed Jolly, Sr. in Cycling East 

"A good ride! | felt like life could not get much 
better, forgot about work completely. А hell of 
a good time, and it's not that expensive. I'll be 
back!" Steve Eversfield in TrailBike (England) 
"Treat yourself to a vacation tour you'll never 
forget. Give Matt Ernst a call for the time of 
your life!" Southeastern Bike News 


RIDE THE REAL WEST! 
Complete Motorcycle Tours 
Call: 775-359-4380 
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ON SALE NOW! 
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Ш 4 Kawasaki “А5 


NORTH JERSEY'S #1 
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Now IN A NEW LOCATION! 


TT-R250™ 
MSRP $4699.00 
OUR PRICE $3999.00 
FREEDOM CYCLE 
105 MANCHESTER ST. 
CONCORD,NH 03301 


(603)225-2779 


New Hampshires only KTM dealer 
Supporting MVTR and NETRA 
For over 20 years!! 


www. Freedomcyclenh.com 


YAMAHA, SUZUKI, KTM 


NEW STUDS IN TOWN 


“How do they work? In a word, great! Conditions at the time CUSTOM STUDDED 
were 15 to 20 degrees, four to six inches of snow, and frozen WINTER TIRES 
puddles everywhere. The Cheng Shins were sure-footed and confi- FROM MOTORACE 
dence inspiring everywhere on the course. We've ridden Friction m 22m 
Spikes quite a bit, and could seriously tell no difference between 

them and the cheaper tires.... Overall, what did we think? These 

tires are winners! Now you can get a new set of studs at a bud- 

get price, and know that the quality is right up there with the 

high-priced spread." -Bossman, Trail Rider Magazine, June 1995. 


115 ROUTE 23 NORTH 
HAMBURG, NJ 07419 
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A tire for everyone and every need. Increase your riding season. Custom studded tires 
in a variety of treads, studs and drill patterns. Light snow to deep snow, these car- 
bide-tipped winter tires will keep you moving forward. Available at your Dealer! 

14, 17, 18, 19 & 21” sizes. Priced from $149 to $195 each. 
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TR Interview by Paul Clipper 
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he overall winner of the 2000 GNCC 

series is a 27 year old Australian by 
name of Shane Watts. We first heard his 
name as a wild young Aussie racing the 
European World Enduro Championships 
under the wing of the Farioli Team in Italy. 
Although he already had a winning reputa- 
tion in Australia, to most Americans he 
emerged out of nowhere, winning outright | 
in some of the World Enduro rounds, and 
then going on to lead the 1997 ISDE in Italy | 
and look to be the first to dethrone Giovanni | 
Sala until a final moto crash stopped his 
charge and caused the first of two famous \ 
knee injuries. He went on to win the Six ' 
Days outright the next year, practically in his 
home town in Maffra, Victoria, at the 


Australian ISDE. Both times he led the Six Historic photo: Watts (center) with Geoff Ballard (L). Ballard was the first Australian to 
Days on a 125, a feat not believed possible /7/406 American soil back in the ‘80s, winning Dave Coombs’ 100 Miler series and 

qualifying for the US ISDE team. We didn’t have the heart to crop Charlie (R, in Mooch 
Flower Power shirt) out of the photo, or the Professor (growing out of Charlie's head). 


in recent years, earning himself a reputation 
as a 125 rider to be seriously reckoned with. 

He came to the U.S. in 1999, looking for a 
good time and out to see the country, and hoping to 
earn his way racing his KTM when he could. He natu- 
rally gravitated to the GNCC series and preceded to 
dominate the early season events, once again on a 
125, a bike previously thought too small to do any 
damage to the GNCC crowd. He rapidly acquired the 
points lead, but during a frantic schedule that includ- 
ed jumping back and forth from the U.S. to Europe or 
home for international events, he suffered a second 
knee injury that put him out of contention for nearly 
the rest of the season. He came back to the States at 
the end of the GNCC season last year, with a limp and 
a point to prove, won the last two events of the series, 
and promised he'd be back in 2000 with a good knee 
and a hunger for first place brass. 

Ultimately he's made good on that promise. With 
five outright wins and numerous podium finishes he's 
topped the efforts of everyone else and taken an 
insurmountable points lead. To make it interesting, 
he's also been switching bikes for various events, and 
each of his five wins have come on a different model 
KTM—so far on a 125EXC, 200EXC, 250EXC, 
300MXC, and 400EXC—each of them essentially 
stock motorcycles. On a good day he can appear 
superhuman; in Kentucky, for example, where he rode 
a 400 EXC Racing Four Stroke for the first time, he fell 
back as far as seventh place on the white flag lap, 
then rallied to win the overall, passing six of the top 
riders in the series on the last lap. On a bad day, he 
appears to ride just like the rest of us—only much 
faster. 

We got a chance to talk to Wattsy after GNCC round 
nine at Brownsville, Pennsylvania, and this is what he 
had to say for himself. 

First off, who are you and what are you doing 
here? 

Well, I’m just a simple country boy from Victoria, 
Australia, out to see the world and try to make a liv- 
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ing racing motorcycles, and try to have a bloody good 


time doing it. 

When you first started riding, back home in 
Australia, what sort of riding did you do? 

| first started riding off-road with my father and my 
brother. My father was Australian national enduro 
champion at the time. When | wanted to start riding in 
competition, the only competition available to me was 
motocross. So | had a fairly good upbringing in riding 
motocross, but | still kept riding in the woods. So | 
grew up competition-wise on motocross, which was 
certainly beneficial to my off-road career, and then 
when | was old enough to get my road license | start- 






ed riding enduros. 

What was the most fun to you? 

й Well, | was going to say that off-road 
© was probably my main enjoyment, but | 
4 mainly enjoy riding a motorcycle whether 
К it's motocross, trail riding, competition. 
When conditions are perfect, that's what | 
really love doing. 

So when you started out, in Australia, 

were you naturally talented? Did you 
ride using the same techniques you use 
= now, the same style? 
И No, fairly the opposite. | read all the 
J American magazines, watched all the 
| videos, and | developed the American 
technique of brake sliding in every corner. 
| had no ability to pick nice smooth lines 
and flow around a course. | learned the 
right way to ride in Europe, when | went 
over to ride in the world championship 
enduro series. Those guys were just 
absolutely spanking me there. It took me 
two years to learn it, and by the end my style went 
from one end of the scale all the way to the other. 

And how did you learn from the European riders? 
Did anyone over there actively help you learn? 

No not really. What | learned came mostly from lis- 
tening to what people said about how the top riders 
rode. | was living in Italy with Giovanni Sala and the 
Farioli team and we'd go out practicing. My improve- 
ment was more about knowing the way | was sup- 
posed to ride, this was the proper style, and going out 
and practicing it and making it work for me. 

So when we ride, when us Americans ride, what 
do we do wrong? 

That's hard to say, really! For enduro competition in 
Europe there's a certain style, and that's the only way 
to do it. It's a little bit different here in America, in like, 
say, the Cross Country Series, because it's a very dif- 
ferent course layout. The way the courses are laid out 
makes all the difference. The reason Americans aren't 
any good when they go to Europe to the ISDE, is 
because they can't flow around a corner, they're all 
stop-start in every turn. They pick the wrong lines, 
and | am not sure that they have much of a sense of 
how much traction is there, what to do to keep their 
speed up. It’s something that can't be learned 
overnight. For Americans to be fast at the ISDE it 
doesn't matter what kind of racing they have here in 
America, they'd have to go to Europe and race world 
championships for a year before they could honestly 
think they could have a full team of riders capable of 
winning at the ISDE. 

Okay, if you were going to give me one tip of how 
1 could go faster, on, say, а GNCC course, what 
would it be? | need to win the Sportsman class! 

Thats a bad question. There's many things that 
have to be right in order for you to make the best lap 
around a course. It's your position on the bike, line 
selection, control of the throttle. One tip? It would be 





concentrate on smooth power delivery. Ride behind a 
European rider and you'll see them roll the throttle on 
very smooth and straighten out the corner. American 
riders, and this really bothers me, tend to twist it wide 
open in the corners, and the back end fishtails all 
around and they spray roost all over you, it's just a big 
waste of energy. Roll it on and find the traction and 
carve a gradual, smooth arc through the corners. 

So you're here now, as the former World Enduro 
Champion, overall winner of the ISDE, and you're 
riding the Grand National Cross Country Series. 
What do you think of that series and what does it 
mean to you? 

| believe the GNCC series is the biggest and most 
professionally run off-road series in the world. Not 
just in America, | think it's important to everyone. For 
me, it's where the biggest chance of earning an 
income is. We must realize | only have a few years of 
earning an income from motorcycles and then it's 
over. But overall, in terms of prestige, organization, 
money behind a series, the effort put into it, it's prob- 
ably the most prestigious off-road series in the world. 

You seem to like it, but if you had one thing you 
could change in the GNCC, what would it be? 

| think the GNCC is the greatest series in the world, 
but | think for the Pro class the structure should be 
changed where each race counts and they should go 
to the AMA scoring system where you get 30 points 
for a win, 25 for second, etc., rather than 20 for a win, 
19 for second. | think the Amateur guys still need 
throwaways, because they're all working, and trying 
to travel from home in Ohio to Florida and such, but 
for the Pro class we're there every week, and throw- 
aways for us just makes it unfair. If you win and 
somebody gets second, you only pick up one point on 
him. And then, if you're the most consistent rider out 
there and finish every race, leading in the points, and 
you fall and hurt yourself or miss an event, you could 
be knocked out of the lead even though you've scored 
points in every other race and the guy who's now in 
third DNFed three of them. In every other Pro series 
l've raced—the Enduro World Championships, all 
motocross events, Pro road racing—every race 
counts. Where would Jeremy McGrath be if all the 
other Pro riders had throwaways to fall back on? In 
the GNCC it embarrassing. People ask me how I'm 
going in the GNCC, and | say I’ve won more of them 
than anybody else but if you factor in the throwaways 
| don't know, I’m about two points ahead or some- 
thing. 

How do you get along with the other riders on the 
tour, and how would you rate them according to 
their ability to threaten your chances of a win on any 
given weekend? 

| think | get along with the riders on the tour fairly 
well. | have a good appreciation for them. | don't 
know most of them all that well, and maybe that's a 
good thing. The less you know someone the less 
chance they have of pissing you off. As far as compe- 
tition goes, Га have to say my main worry is Paul 
Edmondson. Most people would agree that he's about 
the most gifted rider out there. Rodney Smith is also 
up there, he's always one of the leaders. As for the 
other guys, they all possess the pace to get a good 
result, on their day they can win. But they're not much 
of a threat for the championship because they're not 
that consistent. They'll have one good result and then 
two bad results. 

There's an argument that could be made that 
you're dominating the season, because you've won 
five events on five different bikes. Is there anything 
personal driving you on, like do you think you're 
here to teach the other riders a lesson or some- 
thing? 
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Well, that’s pretty much the way | operate. | set 
goals for myself, and they're usually pretty hefty 
goals. Not only that, but | feel like | have to make a 
point about something, | need to prove myself. | con- 
tinually tell myself that I’m not as good as | really am, 
so | keep going out there and keep trying to get better 
and better. 

Do the World Championship Enduro wins you 
received mean less to you than a possible GNCC 
championship? 

To tell the truth they all mean the same. If-i’m riding 
back home in Australia at a local club day and there's 
a really good rider there, and we're both right on the 
gas, if we're having a really good battle and | don't win 
ІЛІ be pretty annoyed with myself. It doesn't matter 
where and what it is, it's just competition. Just trail 
riding with my mates, out on the mountain bike, doing 
a jump or something, continually everything is just 
competition to me. | get the same satisfaction from 
doing the highest jump on a mountain bike as | do 


from winning a GNCC. 

But you'll make good money from winning the 
championship if you do, right? 

Ah, for sure, that's one added bonus about it, and | 
suppose that's one of the goals at the end of the tun- 
nel there. To try and then win a championship, that 
does mean you put the best year together. A lot of 
people say | should have won the championship last 
year, but | believe | probably wasn't the best rider last 
year because | injured myself. If that doesn't happen 
this year then | can stand up on the podium and legit- 
imately say that | was the best rider of the season. 

What about the injury? Are you do any anything 
special this year to keep your knees together? 

No, nothing whatsoever, it's a thing of the past. My 
knees feel a million dollars, | did my rehab, I’m back 
up to speed. | was totally passed by the doctors and 
they say I’m a hundred percent, and I'm just back to a 
normal lifestyle. 

So what do you do for training? 
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508-295-0812 © Fax 508-291-2605 
www. elineaccessories.com 


40 Trail Rider 








ACCESSORIES 
‚ By Kevin Hines 


i e ж: 





Watts was — — on the GNCC podium in 
2000, ultimately winning six overalls on six different KTMs 
(the last was Indiana's Ironman on a 380). He pledges to 
come back just as strong in 2001. 


Well, it all depends on what week it is. On some 
weeks | won't do a thing, and on other weeks I'll ride 
four days a week. Other than that | really don't do any- 
thing, just ride. | ride my motorcycle and really that's 
about it. | don't like going to the gym or lifting 
weights. | enjoy riding a mountain bike if I'm riding 
with somebody else—l am past the point of having 
the motivation to do it by myself. When I’m with 
friends, once again it turns into a competition and | 
find that much more enjoyable, it seems like fun then. 

But back about the bikes. You've won five different 
GNCCs on five basically stock bikes. How hard is 
that to do? 

It's not hard whatsoever. It's very simple. Most of 
the bikes | get | ride them for maybe 15 or 20 minutes 
before the race. Even though they're brand new | 
adapt really quickly to them. | don’t need to do any 
suspension work, | don’t need to do any motor work. 
| still believe a 125 is too powerful, and all the other 
KTM bikes in the range have more power, so | don't 
need to find more power. | just need to go out there 
and ride a smart race to get a good result. 

The bikes are certainly good enough, and | guess 
l'm putting myself to a disadvantage by changing 
around on all the bikes, but people don't think | can 
win a race on every single bike. Like we talked earlier, 
it's just to prove a point, it adds a challenge. Yes, I'm 
putting myself at a disadvantage by changing around 
instead of concentrating on one or two models in the 
KTM range, but | need to challenge myself and unfor- 
tunately if it means not winning the championship, 
well so be it, at the end my career ІЛІ know | achieved 
what | wanted to at each certain point. 

And you don't feel the need to change anything on 
the bikes? 

Nothing more than my personal things, like | put on 
TAG handlebars, FMF pipe, Acerbis Roost Guards, and 
I’m pretty much set right to go. 

Which bike is the easiest for you to ride? 

At the moment I’d have to say that the 200 EXC is 
my favorite, and one of the four strokes, I’m not sure 
which one right now. Probably the 400 EXC because 
it’s the least powerful of the two. KTM has a 250 four- 
stroke that they’ve been running in the World 
Championships, and I'm trying to get one of those. | 
think I'd really enjoy riding that. 

You really like that electric starter? 

Yeah, it spoiled me. | really don’t enjoy kick starting 
a bike anymore. 
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SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 


FRONTS $79.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
REARS $99.95 SIZES NO AIR NEEDED! 
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for o-ring chains, with replaceable wiper blocks. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 
e ОЕМ Parts % Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts % Complete Shop Services 
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31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 
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Racing Electronics 








GPS receivers, mounts, cables 


(303) 791-0035 
www.aloop.com 
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YANKEE TRADER 


Want a free ad in Yankee Trader? Mail it into us, to the 
address on page 3, or e-mail to trmagazine@prodigy.net. 
1997 XR600 MA titled many extras electrical problems 
and cracked frame $1500/bo. (508) 335-7491 

1999 Honda CR250R - Setup for woods or motocross, 
WER suspension, to many extras to list, excellent condi- 
tion, must see, 53300/0В0, call Mark (410)519-1449 
1995 KTM RXC-400 Excellent condition, EXC seat and 1 
inch lowered B&B Travel Control suspension, 2,900 plus 
dual sport miles, $2,750. Frank Clark, Culpeper VA, (540) 
547-3317 or fhc3@erols.com. 

2000 Kawasaki KX250 Low hours, prof. Maintained, 
senior owned, stock. $4000. Also KX parts, new IMS 
clear tank, 18 inch Excel/Talon hub & wheel, call for 
prices and list. Bob Doyle, days (203)235-7669. 

1992 ATK 406 Low hrs, very good cond., with new motor. 
Susp. Work by KPS. Asking $1200, call (732)223-0484. 
“99 KTM 200 M/XC Raced in ‘99, motor completely 
rebuilt (top & bottom end)last winter—only 2 races since. 
Beaucoup aftermarket goodies: C-Cycle Kayaba cartridge 
fork kit, M-T V-Force reed block, Elba ІІ headlight, 
Dynoport pipe/silencer, Devol seat cover, e-line pipe 
guard, WER skid plate, new clutch w/steel clutch plates, 
suspension revalved by Enduro Experts, all stock hard- 
ware included, NJ Title. $3450 (609)268-7258 eves. 
1999 Honda CR250R Setup for woods or motocross, 
WER suspension, to many extras to list, excellent condi- 
tion, must see, $3300/0B0, call Mark(410)519-1449 
1994 Suzuki DR350SE Dual sport. electric start, street 
legal in NY state, Magic Air aluminum air box, Devol alu- 
minum disc protectors, FMF Powermax exhaust, jetted for 
maximum power band, resetable odometer, hi-rise han- 
dlebar mounts, Devol wraparound skidplate, new wheel 
bearings, chain and sprockets, and shop manual. excel- 
lent condition. Will deliver anywhere in the northeast. 
$2,000. 607-844-4844 anytime or motoglenn@aol.com. 
1996 Husaberg FE400E Electric start, street legal in New 
York state, engine rebuilt in 1999, custom skidplate, new 
tires, new battery, pro taper bars, new wheel bearings, 
Pacemaker computer, excellent condition, meticulously 
maintained. $4,200. 607-844-4844 anytime or 
motoglenn@aol.com. 

1995 KTM 300 EXC, Adult owned, Factory Connection 
forks, hand guards, disc guards, skid plate, etc. Low 
miles, exc. cond. $2400 (207)646-5095 
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www.silverfern-products.com 
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(Sold Through Any Established Motorsports Business) 
Visit Our Website at www.pentonimports.com 


1115 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 
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So if you had only one of the bikes, say a 200, 
would you do anything to modify the bike if you were 
going to be riding it week after week? Or would you 
still just ride it stock? 

Nah, I'd still ride it stock. The 200 I’m riding now is 
still the same 200 | had at Okeechobee. The motor 
hasn't even been apart on it. It's still exactly the same 
as it was at the first race of the season, minus the 
quick fill gas tank. And that's five months ago now. I 
believe stock is best. The way the bikes come from the 
KTM factory they're ready to race. Most of the other 
racers have to make all the modifications not just to 
make the bike better, but to make themselves feel bet- 
ter that they've got the fastest bike out there. | know 
my stock bike is certainly capable, and it is the fastest 
bike out there. Because of that | don't have to worry 
about doing any changes to it. | hate doing testing 
anyhow, I’m not a good test rider. | don't want to test 
anything. 

Let's get into some vital statistics. How old are 
you now? 

Oh, l'Il be pushing 28 at the end of the year. So I’m 
getting pretty old here now. 

How many racing years do you feel you have left? 

l've got as many years is it remains enjoyable. If | 
had to put a number to it, maybe I’d say 10 years. 

What about the Six Days? You won that overall 
one time, came close another time, does that event 
have any great attraction for you? 

Yeah, this year's ISDE lm absolutely hanging out 
for. | can’t wait to go over there, | am really fired up 
for it. You get to go over there and put your national 
pride on the line against the other countries. | know 
our trophy team has a lot of good riders, we finished 
third trophy team іп the last couple of years. l'Il prob- 
ably end up riding a 200 EXC in the 250 class, that's 
my intention, although I'd like to get one of those 250 
four-strokes and ride that, although that’s probably 
not a possibility since there’s only a couple of them in 
existence. Still, I'd like to ride the 200 in the 250 class, 
for one because | like the bike, and for two because 
there’s that much more of a challenge. Nobody has 
done well in the 250 class on a 200 KTM yet, and 
that's the kind of challenge | thrive on the most. That's 
why I’m changing around on all the different bikes in 
the GNCC. The bikes are certainly good enough, but 
people don't think that I’m good enough to win on all 
the different models of bikes. That adds a little chal- 
lenge to it, like we said earlier it gives me a chance to 
prove a point. Maybe it's not a point worth proving, | 
don't know, but it means everything to me. 

The Six Days is a big deal to a lot of us enthusi- 
asts, and we're always in awe of someone who 
actually has the ability and drive to win the Six Days 
overall. How difficult is it to set the best score every 
day, to be ready for that kind of serious work every 
day for a week? 

The hardest thing is getting out of bed. But that's the 
same whether I’m getting up to race or just getting up 
during the week. Pretty much the way | look at it is 
that every special test is a separate event. If you do the 
right things in each one you wind up with a good 
result at the end of the day. If you have the right abil- 
ity, and not make any mistakes, you're right. 

So you don't think of the Six Days as one big, awe- 
some event? 

Well, on the starting line that's what you're thinking 
about. In the days leading up to it you think about last 
year's event, and how tough it was, and how much 
pain and trouble you went through, all that sort of 
stuff. But that's generally overlooked when you're 
waiting for a special test, you're concentrating on that 
test, on trying to put your best effort together just 
there. After that you go on to the next test and con- 


centrate on it. 

You don't seem to like the idea of taking the easy 
way out. 

No, you know you bite off more than you can chew 
and chew like crazy, that pretty much sums me up. | 
could probably have had the GNCC very close to 
wrapped up by now if | would have concentrated on 
just riding the 200 for the whole year, but that's not 
me. But that's the risk I’ve got to take, I’m probably 
getting more enjoyment right now out of changing 
bikes every race than | would if l'd won every race on 
my 200. 

What don't you like? 

You know what really cheeks me? The way a lot of 
your American riders make excuses after the race, 
when they don't win. I’ve heard it a lot this year, "Oh, 
| had the race won," or "| should have won but..." 
because they had bad luck or whatever. And they can't 
just stand up and say "| was beaten by a better rider 


today." We all come close and miss. When | was rid- 
ing that GNCC in Georgia this year, and | was leading 
and fell down and came in third, well that was my mis- 
take, and | wasn't the most skillful rider out there. | 
didn't win, | had a reason there, but basically a better 
rider beat me that day. Simple. 

Last but not least, what does Wattsy like? 

Well he likes a lot of things. He likes to sleep, he 
likes to eat, actually those are my two favorite things. 
He definitely likes having fun and riding motorcycles. 
| don't know, lots of different things. 

If you have a truck full of gas and a good motorcy- 
cle, what else would you add, and where would you 
go with it? 

Well, you need some form of female companionship 
with you for sure, add some friends, a bunch of good 
times and run with it. Put a smile on my face and 
hopefully put smiles on other people's faces. Nothing 
beats a perfect day of riding. % 
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IF you are searching for a motorcycle 
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Spectro lubricants have been used to win 
practically every form of professional 
motorcycle competition there is. A.M.A 
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seems to be an extra "dose" of torture 
thrown in for good measure. The mud 
bogs, the water holes, the trees (broken 
radiators), the rocks (flattened pipes) 
and the steep, slippery hills (with bikes 
scattered everywhere). And let's not 
forget the summer heat. 


Mike Lafferty, Shane Watts, Fred Hoess 
and Nathan Knight have conquered these 
torture tests and more with our products 
and won, so that when you break the 
seal on a bottle of Spectro Oil, you will 
know that you have just made a winning 
decision... 
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merican Motorcyclist, our A.M.A. 

agazine, recently printed readers' 

encounters with road rage and | hope you all read 
them and remember them when traveling among 
these highway imbeciles between trail sections. 
Sadly, there is also Trail Rage; not as common as 


Hertíelder 


by Ed Hertfelder 





Trail Rage 


ing the Six Days of Michigan once. This event is 
both route sheeted AND arrowed. Some devious 
trail ragee, or ragess, had moved arrows and made 
a four-mile loop on the circuit. They made a very 
good job of it too. 

When | rode past a small town dump | noticed a 


"When | rode past a small town dump | noticed a rusting two gallon 


can of FIFTY weight motor oil, and remembered thinking that any car 


using fifty weight oil in Michigan's Upper Peninsula would only be 


able to start the last week in July and the first week in August." 


the road variety but serious enough to put some 
high-test hurt on our wind-burnt hides. 

The worst that happened to me was an attack by 
two large dogs an Ozark mountaineer loosed 
because he resented motorcycles on his, he 
thought, private gravel road. He might do this again 
to other riders but my heavy 650 made sure that 
he'll need new dogs. The worst I’ve SEEN was the 
‘Radical Environmentalists’ terrorist attack against 
the long-running B to V out of Barstow, California. It 
was a year when the dual-sport ride was held the 
same day as the B to V desert race on a more or less 
parallel course. At one point the racers, instead of 
dismounting and pushing their machines across a 
highway, were to cross UNDER the highway into a 
concrete tunnel. Our dual-sport machines, all street 
legal, could ride across on the surface. 

The terrorists had jammed the center of the tunnel 
with railroad ties porcupined with additional spikes. 
When | saw it, they were trying to pull the mess 
apart with a jeep-mounted winch but the ties were 
interlocked in such a devious way that the jeep was 
sliding. Diving into the dark underpass tunnel from 
the glare of the desert sun could easily have killed a 
hundred of the speeding racers. Luckily a pre-run- 
ning group had gone into the blackness slowly. 

The group that took credit, if that’s the correct 
word, is the same one that destroyed tens of thou- 
sands of dollars worth of lumber mill equipment by 
driving spikes in trees. Belatedly, the mills installed 
metal detectors that eliminated these hazards and 
the group switched to destroying lumbering equip- 
ment, like bulldozers. Wonder why the price of that 
last two by four you bought was so high? “Radical 
Environmentalists” can take credit for THAT. 

When | lived in New Jersey | was uprooted from 
my motorcycle once by a section of tough vine two 
young urchins had wrapped around two trees right 
at Adam’s apple height. It raised my voice two 
octaves for a week. Fortunately it wasn’t one of 
those barbed-wire-like briarthorn vines or, worse 
than that, some thin wire. 

| came across a really clever case of trail rage dur- 


46 Trail Rider 


rusting two gallon can of FIFTY weight motor oil, 
and remembered thinking that any 
car using fifty weight oil in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
would only be able to start 
the last week in July and 
the first week in August. 

If it had a good bat- 
tery. 

The SECOND time | 
passed that can | real- 
ized | had been 
“looped,” big 
time! Just a 
quick look at 
the sectional 
map provided 
to each rider 
showed exactly 
where a case 
of trail rage 


could insert a 
loop. 
These incidents 


were just cases of low 
octane trail rage, but 
there is also some very 
high octane in the 
works. I’m referring to 

our esteemed 

President's attempt to 
create a National Monument 

glorifying his name perpetu- 

ally. Slick Willy calls it a 
Roadless Initiative and it's noth- 
ing but rage against trails and 
trail riding by ANY motorized vehi- 
cle. Willy claims he is ENTITLED to a 

presidential prerogative for setting aside Forest 
Service land for roadless protection. His reasoning 
is, if Theodore Roosevelt could set aside places like 
Yellowstone Park and protect it from commercial 
development, then so can he. 































Roosevelt had renowned naturalists like John 
Muir advising him. Willy has SO CALLED environ- 
mentalists advising him of the need to prohibit 
roadbuilding or road maintenance on 58 million 
acres of U.S. Forest Service lands. 

| can only speculate that the "Radical 
Environmentalists" are near the top of the advisor 
list. 

The actual figure is 58.5 million acres, which 
make up 31 percent of ALL National Forest lands. At 
present the Forest Service manages 386,000 miles 
of roads in the nation's forests. Under the Roadless 
plan these will be allowed to deteriorate. Most of 
these 386,000 miles are dirt or gravel roads whose 
primary use is during timber harvesting or for fire 
fighting equipment controlling fires. 

Without asphalt protection, even WITH asphalt 
protection that is not maintained, a single ten-year 
type of rainstorm can render miles of dirt or gravel 
road impassable for anything except a well ridden 
motorcycle or a bulldozer. Even a tiny amount of 
running water can carve deep ruts into a road grad- 

ed to climb a mountain. One of those ten- 
year types of thunderstorm can, and has, 
Sliced a hundred yard section clean off 
mountainsides in steeper terrain. 
Its not a pretty sight, with long 
lines of automobiles and pickup 
trucks waiting for the washout to 
be repaired so they can get food 
and water to their helpless fami- 
lies. Even more tragic might be 
those cars and trucks loaded 

with families trying to escape a 
fire gone out of control for lack 
of fire fighters and equip- 

ment. 


Willy's memorial 
Roadless Initiative will 
surely KILL people. 
Personally, | think 

Willy's memorial should 
be in the heart of 


Washington, D.C. In the Oval 
Office, in a darker corner, might 
be a tall glass case holding a 
stained blue dress. A brass plate 
on the case would read: DEDICATED 
TO THE MEMORY OF PRESIDENT 

WILLY WHO, IN 1997, ON THIS SPOT, 
MADE OVER 200 MILLION CITIZENS 
ASHAMED TO BE CALLED AMERICANS. 
It would be a much more appropriate 
memorial than merely making 58 and a half 
million acres of our lovely National Forests 
unable to be visited by America's citizens. 
—kEd Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer of 
books, as well as author of the globally famous Duct 
Tapes stories. Like to have a list of Hertfelder 
columns from 1986? Ask nice with a S.A.S.E. to 
Ed's ranch at PO. Box 17564, Tucson, AZ 85731; or 
E-mail to ducttapesQyahoo.com. Ж 





BILLET ALUMINUM SHARK FIN 
Integrated into the brake carrier 
makes this disc guard virtually 
indestructible: Dirt Rider magazine 
calls it "An impressive display of 
protection" 


THE ORIGINAL STEERING STABILIZER COMBO! 


«Combo Includes - Pro Taper bars of your choice 


Scotts Billet Top Triple Clamp 
eScotts 7 piece Billet Bar Clamp 


eScotts Steering Stabilizer 
А Mounting Hardware 


STAINLESS STEEL OIL FILTER 
The filtering qualities are 10 times 
better than a paper filter and have 
a higher resistance to heat. Longer 
lasting and reusable. Protect 

your 4 Stroke investment! 


PRO TAPER MOUNTING KITS 
Billet machined "Factory Look" 
precise fitting hardware in every 
combination imaginable for Pro 
Taper and other large diameter 
handlebars. 


WWW.SCOTTSONLINE.COM 818-248-6747 


2625 Honolulu Ave. Montrose, CA 91020 
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2001 KTM 125 Е/ХС Original Penton 125 6-Days John Penton today 


(EX 
K Style is the official race gear of Team KTM t h O | d of 


KTM SPORTMOTORCYCLE USA, INC., 1119 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 / In Canada call 1-888-4KTMCAN 





